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During the 1970s, operators 
found that the choice 
of double-deckers was 
becoming limited, and with 
Leyland producing both the 
Atlantean and the Fleetline 
not to mention the Bristol 
VRT, waiting times for new 
chassis were increasing whilst 
choice was declining. Other 
manufacturers seized the 
opportunity to bridge the gap. 


The Dennis Dominator soon 
became the most popular 
choice ahead of the Ailsa B55 
and the MCW Metropolitan, 
which used a Scania chassis 
and running units. 

In all 662 MCW 
Metropolitans were built 
between 1973 and 1976 ahead 
of the start of production of 
MCW’s much more successful 
solo venture the Metrobus in 


1977. The MCW Metropolitan 
was based on the Scania 
BRlllDH chassis. The 
distinguishing feature was the 
asymmetric windscreen being 
deeper on the nearside to give 
the driver a good view of the 
kerb, a similar design being 
used on the Mkl version of 
the MCW Metrobus. It was 
noted for its lively performance 
from the turbocharged Scania 


engine when compared to 
the traditional Gardner and 
Leyland diesels. Air suspension 
gave a smooth ride, but heavy 
fuel consumption was soon 
identified as a poor selling 
point. Severe corrosion 
problems, however, led to a 
short life in service. 

After London Buses, 

Tyne & Wear PTE was the 
Metropolitan’s second largest 
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operator building up a fleet of 
150 between 1975 and 1977. 
By the mid-1980s most of the 
Tyne & Wear Metropolitans 
had been withdrawn although 
a handful did pass to the 
new arms-length private 
company Busways Travel 
Services brought about by 
deregulation in 1986. No 499 


(RCU 499S) was the last to be 
withdrawn in 1989, and the 
only vehicle to be repainted in 
Busways livery. A significant 
proportion of Tyne & Wear’s 
Metropolitans were acquired 
by both major and minor 
operators throughout the UK 
whilst a small number have 
been preserved. 



NEWS PLUS 6 

The latest news from the world of bus preservation and beyond. 

BARKING MADNESS! 12 

Legions of London Transport RTs returned to Barking garage to celebrate 
the 40th anniversary of the type’s last day in service in the capital. 

RETURN JOURNEY: TROLLEY TIMES IN WALSALL 16 

The Walsall system was one of our medium-sized systems, with a total 
of 6 routes, and a maximum fleet of 60 trolleybuses. We look back.. . 

ON THE ROAD 18 

This month’s roundup of older buses and coaches is presented by 
DAVID JUKES 

BODYWORK 22 

Steve Waggitt of Cobus has now spent 50 years building, repairing and 
restoring bodywork on buses and coaches. NICK LARKIN catches up 
with him. 


A REGENCY KSW 28 

After three years toil, the restoration of former Cheltenham District 90 
(UHY 374), a 1955 Eastern coach Works-bodied Bristol KSW6G, has 
recently been completed. SIMON GILL discovers what was involved. 

AFTER THEY WERE FAMOUS: LAST CHANCE SALOONS 32 

We bring you a fine selection of saloon buses which had survived to 
become ancillary vehicles in the fleets they once served .. . 

COACHING CLASSICS: FROM LS TO MW 34 

A round up of Bristol LS and early MW coaches. 

SPRING GATHERING 2019 38 

The London Bus Museum’s Spring Gathering on 7 April commemorated 
80 years since the first RT entered service and 40 years since the 
withdrawal of London Transport’s last RFs. 

MISTY SCENES AT DETLING 41 

This year’s South East Bus Festival took place at a misty and damp Kent 
Showground on 6 April. The weather may not have great but there was 
plenty to enjoy. 

AN ONLY OMNI 46 

H389 KPY, the only remaining Class 6 PCV-licenced CVE Omni, is owned 
and operated by Empress Coaches of Hastings. DAVID JUKES reports. 

THE MODEL PAGE 50 

NIGEL APPLEFORD takes a look at available Glasgow/Strathclyde 
PTE models. 

OFF ROUTE 54 

Time travel can be confusing, a great way of explaining the Joys of bus 
restoration to the public and definitely time to call a taxi. NICK LARKIN 
reports. 

BUSMART 59/1 

BScCP’s comprehensive advertising section, where you can buy or sell 
any bus-related item. 


MAIN PICTURE: Seen in August 1977 when just a few months 
old, Tyne & Wear 773 (OCU 773R) works a 37 to Newcastle’s 
Whickham View. No 773 passed to Reading Transport in 1986, 
from where it was withdrawn in 1989. Pictures: PRESBUS ARCHIVE 

UPPER RIGHT: Seen here in April 1986 on service in Newcastle, 
No 475 (RCU 475S) had been new in 1977. 

LOWER RIGHT: 462 (RCU 462S) was also new in 1977, being one 
of 40 such buses delivered that year. 


COVER: RT3353 (LYR 672) leans to the left as it recreates a 62 
to Chadwell Heath during the RT40 celebrations on Saturday 30 
March See the full report on page 12. PHILIP LAMB 
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YARDLEY WOOD BUS CLUB 


“Atlas Editions” Models £10 Each 


NEW ADDITIONS ADDED 

BUS COLLECTION 
J Y-08 IFA H6 B 
J Y-19 VOLVO B 616 1953 
J Y-21 SCANIA VABIS D 111964 
JY-27 ROBUR GRANT 1958 
J Y-30 NEOPLAN NH 9L HAMBURG 1964 
JY-33 RENAULT TN6C2 


TRAMS & LOCOS 
HQ-01 BLACKPOOL BALOON 1960 
HQ-02 FELTHAM TRAM UCC 1931 
HQ-03 BLACKPOOL RAILCOACH 1937 
HQ-04 HONG KONG TRAM 1986 
HQ-05 SAN FRANCISCO CABLE CAR 
HQ-99 KROKODIL LOCO 
HQ-20 STUBAITALBAHN TWI1904 
HQ-30 ATELIERS DE BRUGES 1949 

NEW ADDITIONS PLUS RESTOCKS 

COACH COLLECTION 
JE-04 KINGS FERRY VAN HOOL T9 
J E-07HENSCHEL HS 100 N 
J E-09 SAMUEL LEDGARD PLAXTON 
J E-11 EXCELSIOR HOLIDAYS COACH 
J E-12 YORK PULLMAN VAN HOOL 
J E-16TRANS PEAK PLAXTON PREMIER 
J E-19 HOLLAND COACH LEY. VERHEUL 
J E-20 BROSSEL J ONCKHEERE 
JE-22 BUSSING SENATOR 
J E-23KRUPPTn'AN 080 
J E-27 FIAT306/3 INTERURBANO 
J E-28 SCANIA VABIS D 11 

MOST OTHERS ARE STILL 
AVAILABLE 


GREAT BRITISH BUSES 
J B-01 LONDON TRANSPORT RTW 
J B-02 SOUTHDOWN BRISTOL LODEKKA 
J B-03 WALLACE ARNOLD BEDFORD OB 
J B-04 LONDON TRANS. TROLLEYBUS 
J B-05 SOUTHDOWN QUEEN MARY OfT 
J B-10 BRIGHTON & HOVE AEC REGENT 
J B-11 DOUGLAS CORP. AEC REGENT 
J B-12 MIDLAND RED CM5T COACH 
J B-13 BLACKPOOL BALOON TRAM 
J B-14 GREEN LINE AEC Q TYPE 
J B-15TEESIDE SUNBEAM TROLLEYBUS 
J B-16 WESTERN WELSH LEYLAND TIGER 
J B-17 LYTHAM ST ANNES LEYLAND PD2 
J B-18 RIBBLE BURLINGHAM SEAGULL 
J B-19 LEEDS CITY TRANS. CROSSLEY 
J B-20 WEST RIDING BEDFORD VAL 
J B-21 LINCOLN LEYLAND TITAN 
J B-22 HANTS & DORSET PANORAMA 
J B-23 BLACKPOOL BRUSH RAILCOACH 
J B-24 ST HELENS AEC REGENT V 
J B-25 METROPOLITAN FELTHAM TRAM 
JB-26 MIDLAND RED D9 
J B-28 HULL CORP. TROLLEYBUS 
J B-29 EAST YORKSHIRE BET 
J B-30 MIDLAND RED WEST LEY. LYNX 
Z Scale Trains Of The World 
KB-Ol ORIENT EXPRESS 
KB-03 TEE EDELWEISS Z GAUGE 
KB-06TRANS SIBERIAN RAILWAY 
KB-07 RHEINGOLD 
KB-08 SVT 877 FILEGHENDER 
KB-09SHINKANSEN 
KB-10 MIKADO 141RENFE 
KB-11 GOLDEN ARROW 
KB-12 MINSTRAL 
KB-13 CORNISH RIVIERA 
KB-28 HENSCHEL WEGMANN ZUG 


HATCHETT 1:43 MODELS AVAILABLE NOW £15 
Please Note Models Subject To Availability 


RAPIDO MODELS 

DELUXE COMES WITH WORKING INTERIOR / HEAD & DESTINATION LIGHTS (Which 
Requires a 12v 500mA DC Power Supply) 

PLEASE NOTE THAT THE MODELS ARE NOW DUE LATE SUMMER 2019 

Birmingham City Transport Livery 


Standard Deluxe 

71000 Bus 2976 No Route J OJ 976 71500 

71001 Bus 3100 6 Sandon Road MOF 100 71501 

71002 Bus 3062 11 Outer Circle MOF 62 71502 

71003 Bus 2986 32 Gospel Lane J OJ 986 71503 

71004 Bus 3009 52 Beeches Estate MOF 9 71504 

71005 Bus 3000 56 Castle Bromwich LOG 300 71505 

71006 Bus 2958 63 Rubery J OJ 958 71506 

71007 Bus 2976 750 Wythall Bus Museum J OJ 976 71507 

West Midlands Passenger Transport Executive Livery 

71008 Bus 3037 5 Perry Common MOF 37 71508 

71009 Bus 2964 9 Quinton J OJ 964 71509 

71010 Bus 2995 15 Blakenall J OJ 995 71510 

71011 Undecorated Plain Model 71511 

Standard £39.99, Deluxe £49.99 

PRE-ORDERS NOW BEING TAKEN 
NO PAYMENT REQUIRED AT TIME OF PREORDERING 


HC-06 CFTREON T45 FRANCE 1934 

HC-07 CMC 600 SCHOOL BUS USA 1990 

HC-09 CFTREON CITYRAMA FRANCE 1955 

HC-11 MERCEDES BENZ L03100GERMANY 1939 

HC-12 ISUZU BXD 30 JAPAN 1962 

HC-14CHAUSSONAPH47 FRANCE 1951 

HC-15 CFTREONT23RU FRANCE 1947 

HC-17 ISOBLOC 648 DP FRANCE 1955 

HC-19 RENAULT AGP85 FRANCE 1938 

HC-25 CFTREON 46 DP UAD FRANCE 1955 

HC-27 NEOPLAN SKYLINER GERMANY 1983 

HC-29 GM TDH ROSA PARKS USA 1955 

HC-30 BERLIET PHL GRAND RAID FRANCE 1966 

HC-33 BEDFORD ROCKET PAKISTAN 1980 

HC-38 KRUPPTFTAN 080 GERMANY 1951 

HC-40 BERLIET J EICZ PRIOO POLAND 1971-77 

HC-44 PEGASO 6035 EMT SPAIN 1972 

HC-45 HEULIEZ0 305 HIZ FRANCE 1969 

HC-47 BERLIET PLR lOMU FRANCE 1955 

HC-52 BEDFORD OB UK 1947-51 

HC-53 CHAUSSON ANG FRANCE 1956 

HC-55 RENAULT R 4192 FRANCE 1954 

HC-57 BUSSING SENATOR 12 D AUSTRIA 1964 

HC-58 PANHARD MOVIC IE 24 FRANCE 1948-53 

HC-60 BORG WARD BO 4000 GERMANY 1952 

HC-61 RENAULT R4192 FRANCE 1952 

HC-62 BERLIET CRUISAIR 3 AIR FRANCE FRANCE 1969 

HC-63 KASSBOHRER SETRA S-14 GERMANY 1961 

HC-66 CHAUSSON APVU RATP/53 FRANCE 1953 

HC-67 BROSSEL VALENCIENNES FRANCE 1966 

HC-68 MERCEDES BENZ POST BUS GERMANY 


A FEW 
OTHERS ARE 
AVAILABLE 
BUT ARE 
VERY LOW IN 
STOCK 

PRICE 

JUST 

£15 

EACH 


POSTAL CHARGES FOR UK RATES FROZEN AGAiN UNTiL 

MARCH 2020, increase in Europe & Worid Rates 
UK Rates: 1 Modei = £3: Each Additionai Modei £1.50 each 
Europe Rates: 1 Modei = £5: Each Additionai Modei £2 each 
Woridwide Rates: £7 per Modei 
Payment by Cheque, Bank Transfer Credit/Debit Cards 

www.ywbc.co.uk 

Email Address: turland@btinternet.com 

07814 403173 


YARDLEY WOOD BUS CLUB 
71 TAYLOR ROAD 
KINGS HEATH 
BIRMINGHAM 813 OPB 


NEW ANNOUNCEMENT FROM CORGi DUE I UNE 2019 

OM 46620 FUSILIERS 50-WRIGHTBUS COMMEMORATIVE TWIN PACK 

OUR PRICE £38 rrp£ 49.99 


AVAILABLE SOON 


SPECIAL PRICE OF JUST £40 rrp £59.99 

6508A NATiONAL EXPRESS WEST MiDLANDS PLATiNUM 
(6843, SN66 WFM) XI COVENTRY (£40) 

6508B NATiONAL EXPRESS WEST MiDLANDS PLATiNUM 
(6843, SN66 WFM) XI BiRMiNGHAM (£40) 

OTHER NORTHC^^^^^ 

UK 6509 - UK 6515 £45 rrp £59.99 

6509ABELLiO BUS (2600, YY67GZW) 

6510 YELLOW BUSES (200, SN17 MTO 
6511 STAGECOACH WEST SCOTLAND (10930, SN67 XAY) 
6512 SOUTHERN VECTiS (1660, HW67 AHY) 

6513 STAGECOACH SOUTH (10892, YX67 VCE) 

6514 FiRST iN GLASGOW (33201, SK68 LWN) 

6515 METROLiNE (TEH2087, LK15 CUH) 


We have decided to cut 
I back on our Rally Dates 
this year. 

Below is a list of our 
events we are attending 
so far but it is subject 
to change. 

Any local Open Days 
announced we shall try 
our best to attend and 
will be listed here. 


RALLY DATES FOR 2019 SEASON 



May 5/6th Transport Museum 
Wythall (May Holiday) 

May 26/27th Transport 
Museum Wythall 
(Whitsun Holiday) 

J un 16th Transport Museum 
Wythall (Fathers Day Event) 

J ul 21st Alton, Hampshire 

Aug 17/18th Lathalmond Bus 
Museum Weekend 


Aug 25/26th Transport 
Museum Wythall 

Sep 8 Birmingham Bus Bash 
Moseley Rugby Club 
(Billesley Common) 

Sep 22 Swansea Bus Museum 
Oct 6 Wythall Bus Museum 

20 Oct Brooklands Transport 
Museum 


SERVICE WITH A SMILE ATYWBC 
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This and that 


Featured in this issue is the superb event 
at Barking marking the 40 years that have 
elapsed since the last RTs ran in London 
service. The organiser, the London Bus 
Museum, put together a great day which 
many said perfectly recreated that last 
day, 7 April 1979, proving that one-off 
events, especially on a Saturday, can be 
a great success for all concerned. We 
look forward to the next wherever and 
whenever that may be. 

Hopefully you have noticed that our 
telephone number has changed. Please 
delete from both your minds and your 
records 024 7661 6930 and replace it with 
07887 883421. This will avoid redirecting 
calls. If, as we have many roles to fulfil, 
there is no answer, please leave a message 
and we will get back to you as soon as we 
can. 

With one or two exceptions, we are 
now only able to attend events where the 
trade stands are housed indoors, but we 
still look forward to meeting as many of 
you as we can, whenever and wherever 
we are, so keep an eye on our list of 


intended events, published both in 
the magazine and on our website: 
www.presbuspublishing.com where you 
will also find a list of current book titles 
and latest bargains for sale. 

Thank you to all who have taken out 
new subscriptions recently, availing 
themselves of our current ‘Book Bundle’ 
offer, if you haven’t taken out your new 
subscription, please hurry, whilst stocks 
last. 

And finally another reminder about 
‘Busmart’, Advertising your bus with us 
gives you greater control over its sale than 
on Internet auction sites, and what’s more 
if you are not a business, it is totally free! 
Many readers have located elusive parts 
through ‘Busmart’, as well as photographs 
and other memorabilia, so get your advert 
in today. Currently readers get three 
month’s in the magazine, unless you 
advise us otherwise. 

We leave you with a great image of that 
great day at Barking, If you weren’t there. 
Wish that you were? 

PHILIP LAMB 
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Bursledon Brickworks receives 
first IOTA award 


The Institute of Traffic Administration 
was founded in 1944 when a small 
number of transport professionals from 
Portsmouth and London recognised that 
rebuilding the country following the end 
of World War 2 would be a considerable 
task and central to this task would be 
transport. 

Over the next 30 
years the Institute grew 
both nationally and 
internationally with more 
than 30 centres in the 
UK and others across the 
world including Hong 
Kong and Nigeria. By this 
time many local technical 
colleges, in conjunction 
with the Institute, were 
offering a 3-year part 
time course in Transport 
Management. In the 
1970s the Government 
introduced the need for all road fleet 
operators to employ a manager who held a 
‘Certificate of Professional Competence’ 
(CPC). 

The Government recognised the 
Institute’s ability in the field of education 
and allowed it to grant ‘Exemption 
Certificates’ to its members with the 
appropriate qualification. In the early 
1980s the name was changed to The 
Institute of Transport Administration. The 
Government CPC was much easier to 
obtain than the Institute’s qualification 
and this resulted in the eventual demise of 
the associated college programme. 

Moving on another 30 years the 
government introduced compulsory 


regular training and qualifications for 
drivers of all large commercial and 
passenger vehicles and the Institute 
remains heavily involved in the standard 
setting and provision of this training. 

This year sees the 75th anniversary 
of the founding of the Institute, so to 

recognise this and to 
encourage awareness 
of the Industry, the 
National Executive 
decided to instigate an 
award the first of which 
is to the Bursledon 
Brickworks Museum 
for its work in hosting 
and working with three 
resident transport 
groups; Hampshire 
Narrow Gauge Railway 
Trust (industrial 
railways), Southampton 
& District Transport 
Heritage Trust (buses) and South Hants 
Historic Steam & Engineering Society 
(steam traction engines). 

The presentation of the Award 
took place at the Brickworks on 28 
March when Jon Egan, IOTA National 
Chairman, presented a commemorative 
Certificate of Recognition to a 
representative of each of the transport 
preservation groups associated with the 
Museum and then invited the Mayor of 
Eareham, Councillor Mrs Susan Bayford, 
to unveil the commemorative plaque. 

Our picture shows (left to right) Jon Egan, 
The Mayor and Councillor Woodward in 
front of the plaque. 

Pictures: NIGEL APPLEEORD 



Institute of Transport 
Administration 

rccofniftc* the contribution of 

The Brickworks Museum 

in maintaining the history of our industry for 
future generations to experience 
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Bedford j2s for sale 

Two early model Bedford J2/Plaxton 
coaches have become available for 
continued preservation. 

The first is 7209 PW, new to Jarvis 
of Downham Market in June 1962 and 
latterly in preservation with the late 
Ivan Kelly of Manchester. Ivan acquired 
the coach in 1984 and kept it at the 
Tameside Transport Collection. It has 
not been on the road for a number of 
years and will need some TLC to get it 
roadworthy again. Prospective buyers 
(for preservation only) should contact 
Sarah Kelly-Howarth on 07516 081691. 

The second J2 is AYN 40B which was 
one of two supplied new to Worldwide, 
London in 1964 (the other being AYN 
41B) both configured as 14-seaters 
to allow more space for luggage, (the 
normal seating capacity being 20). 

AYN 40B later went to Dervan 
of Loughrea, Ireland where it was 
re-registered YZM 27, and sold cl990 
to Val O’Sullivan of Sandyford and has 
remained in his collection since. He 
now wishes to sell it, but it will need 
some restoration and is also devoid of 
seats. The registration mark AYN 40B 
is not on the DVLA computer but the 
number should be recoverable subject 
to its old logbook and Irish registration 
documents being available. Val’s e-mail 
address is: valosullivanSI @gmail.com 
Report: JOHN WAKEFIELD 
Pictures: JOHN EVANS/ 

VAL O’SULLIVAN 
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Morecambe Vintage Bus Day — 100 years of Ribble 


The Ribble Vehicle Preservation Trust will 
again be operating its popular ‘Vintage 
Bus Running Day’ in Morecambe on 
Sunday 26 May. This year also sees the 
centenary of Ribble Motor Services and 
the Trust will be hosting a larger event 
at Morecambe Football Club as well 
as on Morecambe Promenade. With a 


selection of vintage buses, many from 
the old Ribble Company, RVPT will 
operate a free service Carnforth railway 
station. Happy Mount Park and Heysham 
Village to Morecambe Football Club and 
Promenade every lOmin from 09:30 to 
18.00. As well as a display of vintage buses 
and coaches on the promenade near the 


Midland Hotel and at the Football Club 
and subject to good weather, there will be 
open-top tours. 

Programmes will be available on the 
day (£4) with a full details and timetables. 
Further details can be found at www.rvpt. 
co.uk or www.facebook.com/RVPT.events 
Picture: SIMON GILL 




September Anniversary Weekend in Southampton 


The Southampton & District Transport 
Heritage Trust is pleased to announce that 
it will be holding a weekend of events to 
celebrate a number of transport related 
anniversaries pertaining to the city. 

The events will take place over the 
weekend of Saturday/Sunday 14/15 
September. The Saturday will be based 
in Southampton City centre as part of 
the National Heritage Open Days, where 
free bus links to SS Shieldhall, the Tram 
Workshop and the Bitterne Local History 
Society will operate. On the Sunday, 
the event will be based at the Bursledon 
Brickworks Museum, home of S&DTHT. 
It is planned to have all four remaining 
Southampton Guy Arabs on display plus a 
few visiting buses of the same type. There 
will also be a number of free bus links to 
local landmarks. 

For more information regarding this 
event, please visit www.sadtht.co.uk . 
Picture: JOHN ASHBRIDGE 
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Glenton Tours PYM I08F 


PYM 108F, an AEG Reliance/Plaxton 
C34F (now C31F with 4 tables) new 
to Glenton Tours in July 1968 was 
being offered for sale in April by Alun 
Mitchell t/a Berkshire’s Big Red Bus, 
Reading. 

After service with Glenton, the coach 
went to Clive Screaton t/a Wild Rose, 
Warrington and also Grand Edwardian 
Tours by April 1997 before being 
acquired by Tom Stanhope t/a Byways in 
1999. PYM 108F was passed on again in 
March 2009 to Meadows, Crewe and to 
Routemaster Buses, Nantwich in March 


2015, and latterly to Berkshire’s Big Red 
Bus, Reading by March 2017, where 
time and money has been spent on 
refurbishment. Alun is now selling the 
coach to concentrate on the Routemaster 
side of his business. Asking price is 
£13,500 which includes spares, including 
an engine. Although MoT exempt the 
coach will be sold with a new class 5 MoT. 

Interested parties should contact Alun 
on 07577 431084 or e-mail: mitch@ 
bigredbus.company 
Report: JOHN WAKEFIELD 
Picture: ALUN MITCHELL 



The Museum of Transport, Greater 
Manchester is trying to restore the 
pneumatic bell system to Manchester 
436, and whilst some of the pipework 
is still fitted and can be re-used, what is 
missing is all the bell pushes and bell! 

The museum has a sample air bell 
push on loan, but it needs several to 
make the system complete. The picture is 
shown with a steel rule behind so a 
sense of the scale may be achieved. 

The museum believes that these were 
fitted in both the upper- and lower- 
saloons, but on the platform was a much 
bigger version which the conductor could 
‘thump’. This could have been the reason 
why the bell system wasn’t successful and 
was ripped out in the late 1940s. 

It is known that other municipalities 
used the system and the museum has 
found the patent but any details other 
than that are missing, so can anyone help? 
Please contact the museum at Boyle 
Street, Cheetham, Manchester M8 8UW, 
telephone: 0161 205 2122 (during opening 
hours) or e-mail: email@gmts.co.uk 



The Rev Ian Whitehead has been licensed 
as the new priest-in-charge of St. Mary’s 
Church, Crich and All Saints South 
Wingfield in the Diocese of Derby. 

To celebrate the day, Crich Tramway 
Museum laid on a special tram ride for 
local clergy and guests on Monday 8 April. 


After the licensing service at St Mary’s at 
18.30, at which the Bishop of Repton, The 
Rt Rev. Jan McFarlane officiated, guests 
gathered at the Red Lion within Crich 
Tramway Village for refreshments. 

Report and picture: 

NATIONAL TRAMWAY MUSEUM 


Chilton Queens 
Reliance nears its end 

Former Chilton Queens AEC Reliance/ 
Plaxton ANL 807B was being auctioned 
on eBay for spares in March. Owner 
Leon Gorka of Meersbrook, South 
Yorks said: the coach is too far gone to 
restore’. He bought the coach from Eric 
Graveling in 2017 for conversion into a 
caravan. Eric had owned it since the mid 
1990s. Report: JOHN WAKEFIELD 
Picture: LEON GORKA 
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Blue Bird Royal Tiger 


Former Blue Bird Garages (Hull) NKH 
46 , a 1952 Leyland Royal Tiger with 
Plaxton Venturer bodywork was offered 
for sale on eBay in April. 

This vehicle was supplied new and first 
registered to Blue Bird Garages (Hull) 

Ltd on 27 June 1952 for use on British 
and Continental luxury tours. NKH 46 
is unusual by virtue of its early centre- 
entrance Plaxton Venturer body, as very 
few of this type were built on under-floor 
engined vehicles. The later style had a 
flatter nose and a front entrance. This 
highly desirable feature enabled the first 
row of passengers to be right up front with 
a clear view of the road ahead. 

NKH 46 was sold by Blue Bird in March 
1955 to E Morby & Son of Droylesden, 
Manchester and was operated for 21 
years, outlasting many newer vehicles and 
becoming Mr Morby s favourite. 

In 1976 Morby s sold out to Maynes of 
Manchester and subsequently NKH 46 


was acquired for preservation. In March 
1978 the vehicle was registered to Blue 
Bird Bus Preservation Group in Hull, from 
which it was acquired by the immediately 
preceding owner, Graham Bedford of 


Scarborough, in October 1984. According 
to PSV Circle Preserved Buses 2018 
book its current owner is a Mr Isaacs of 
Ramsgate. The asking price is £65,000. 
Report: JOHN WAKEFIELD 




Bachmann announces new EFE model 


Bachmann announced a new EFE model 
at the London Bus Museum’s Spring 
Gathering on 7 April — a Cravens-bodied 
RT bus. 

Cravens Railway Carriage & Wagon Co. 
of Sheffield built 120 RT bodies in 1950. 
These were of five-bay construction rather 
than the four-bay styles of Park Royal, 
Weymann and Saunders-Roe and thus 
weren’t interchangeable at overhaul as the 
others, which led to their early demise 
despite their excellent build quality, all bar 
one being sold when only seven years old. 

To high specification and in excellent 
condition they readily passed to other 
operators where they gave long and 
reliable service. Two Cravens-bodied RTs 
survive, RT1431 (JXC 194) and RT1499 
(KGK 758) both with Ensignbus. 

Ensignbus provided RT1431 for 
members of the Bachmann Collectors’ 
Club to travel to/from Brooklands for the 
Spring Gathering on 7 April. It is seen 
here on that occasion at Dartford station. 

Bachmann’s new model will feature a 
single-piece body, detailed interior with 
new seating and handrails together with 
a new chassis. The front and rear wheel 
hubs of the current RT model will be the 
only existing parts incorporated in this 


new model. Four versions are planned: 
E40301 (green and cream livery), E40302 
(green livery), E40303 (red and cream 
livery) and E40304 (red livery). RRP is 
£39.95 and models are expected to be 
available in late 2019/early 2020. 

News of existing models is that the 
open-top Atlantean will feature a new 
upper-deck and seating, new panel 
beading on the lower deck, new engine 


bustle and exterior mirrors. The Volvo 
Olympian/Palatine 1 is also still in 
tooling; neither is now expected until 
later this year or even early 2020. Also 
delayed are the two commissioned 
Leyland Nationals, both 11.3m dual-door 
examples, an East London-liveried model 
for TTC Diecast, and a Bexleybus-liveried 
model for Invicta Model Rail. 

Report and picture: NIGEL APPLEEORD 



June 2019 


9 











Lodges Burlingham now finished 


Lodges Coaches of High Easter has 
now completed the restoration of its 
1947 Burlingham ‘Baby Seagull’-bodied 
Bedford OB. 

FES 867, started life with SMT with 
an SMT coach body (a Duple Vista built 
under licence), in 1953 it was re-bodied by 
Burlingham with a smaller version of the 
Seagull body called the ‘Baby Seagull’. 
SMT re-bodied 23 OBs with Burlingham 
Seagull bodies— 4 on OWB chassis 
(AST 829/933/4/51) and another 19 on 
OB chassis (FES 856-74). The rebodying 
required modifying the chassis from 


normal- to forward-control. 

FES 867 later passed to Highland 
Omnibus in 1961 and O’Brian, Kinbrace 
before passing to preservationist Tom 
Forsyth in 1986. Tom kept it until 
February 2017 when it was sold to 
Lodge’s for restoration. It will now join 
their heritage fleet. Only one other Baby 
Seagull-bodied OB is known to exist. 

FFS 871 is under long-term restoration 
with George Atkin in Lincolnshire. 
Andrew Lodge is seen standing in front 
of the restored coach. 

Report and picture: JOHN WAKEFIELD 



Beer and Bands at Crich 

Music and local food and drink make 
for a popular event and Beer and Bands 
at Crich Tramway Village on Sunday/ 
Monday 5/6 May will combine these 
elements for the first May Bank Holiday 
this year. 

Maypole Movers will attend on the 
Saturday from 12.00 to 16.00, offering 
the public chance to have a go at 
Maypole dancing. 

The Red Lion serves local cask ales, 
wines, ciders, gin and bottled beers, 
while Rita’s Tearooms has a range of 
locally sourced pies, delicious scones and 
mouth-watering cakes. 

Catering Manager, Alison Isaacs, said: 
‘Wherever possible we use local food 
and drink suppliers, and this event high¬ 
lights this fact. Subject to demand. The 
Red Lion will stay open until 23.00 on 
Sunday, so that people can enjoy the 
event into the evening’. 

The bands programme for the event 
is available on the museum’s website: 
www.tramway.co.uk/whatson 
Picture: National Tramway Museum 


News Erratum B&CP May 2019 

Buses and coaches changing owners 

VAL 466G, a Bedford VAL70/Plaxton passed 
to Michael Marston not Michael Martin, of 
Birmingham (preservationist) from John 
Watkins, Birmingham. This coach was new 
to Smiths Imperial Coaches as DOE 11 IK. 

The Mule 

It has been brought to our notice that some 
early Facebook posters for the Jurassic Mule 
Reunion Gala Weekend on Saturday 31 
August and Sunday I September were issued 
with an incorrect e-mail contact address, it 
should read: derekchoochoo@hotmail.com 
not co.uk; it appears that the organisers have 
now corrected the issue on current posters. 


Mystery Moke? 

This Mini Moke-type van has recently 
been sold by Essex coach company 
Talisman in its dispersal sale. It is 
registered Q838 ELD and according to 
the DVLA web site its make is Comet. 

It was previously used by City 
Sightseeing to promote its three-town 
tour around Margate, Broadstairs and 
Ramsgate but its origins are unknown. 

Apparently it’s not a genuine Moke 
and appears to be a kit built van using 
a BLMC Mini drivetrain. It was first 
registered in May 1985. Does anyone 
know more about it and who the builder 
was? Report: JOHN WAKEFIELD 
Picture: PAUL SMITH/TALISMAN 
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Xelabus at 10 

Eastleigh, Hampshire-based Xelabus has 
major plans to celebrate its 10th birthday 
in 2020. To mark the occasion an Open 
Day will be held at its Eastleigh depot on 
Sunday 19 April 2020. 

Xelabus Managing Director Gareth 
Blair said: ‘We are so looking forward 
to celebrating this milestone as a family 
business after 10 years of starting from 
nothing to where the company is now. 

‘We would like stall holders to come 
along and intend to have a big display of 
ours and visiting buses. We are also keen 
to recreate former Hants and Dorset bus 
routes around the Eastleigh area and 
would like owners of preserved H&D 
buses to get in touch if they wish to run 
some of these.’ 

Xelabus Chairman Phil Blair is also 
intending to revive the Royal Victoria 
Bus Rally at the Country Park alongside 
Southampton Water on Sunday 5 July 
2020. This Netley-based rally attracted up 



to 200 buses and coaches and over 10,000 
visitors in its heyday and ran for 20 years. 
Said Phil: ‘To complement our Open Day 
we feel it would be welcomed by many if 
we organised one further rally at Netley as 
part of our tenth-year celebrations.’ 


Details of both events will be advertised 
as the year progresses but those wishing to 
express an interest should e-mail Xelabus 
at gareth@xelabus.info. 

Report: DAVID JUKES 


Watford Classics 
on the Green 

Classic vehicle owners including buses 
are invited to display their vehicles at 
the Classics On The Green event to 
be held at Watford Green, Watford 
Village, Northampton NN6 7UY on 
Sunday 30 June between 11.00 and 16.00. 
Last year’s event was a huge success, 
attended by around 600 people with 
around 70 vehicles on display, including 
two Stagecoach buses. 

The event raised almost £4,000 
towards the repairs on the Grade I 
Listed church in the village. Needless 
to say the organisers are still some 
way short of their target, the cost of 
repairing the damage caused by thieves 
is £311,000, the found being currently 
£42,000 short. 

The event will also feature Horton 
Radio, craft and food stalls, a licenced 
bar, pony rides, afternoon teas and 
cakes and if you’re so inclined —Animal 
petting and face painting. 

Admission is £2 per adult, under 16s 
and car parking is free. 

For display bookings please telephone 
07926 600812 or send an e-mail to: 
watfordvillageclassic@gmail.com 

The event website address is: http:// 
WatfordVillageClassicsOnTheGreen. 
btck.co.uk or visit the Facebook page: 
watfordvillageclassicsonthegreen 


From east to west 



Mike Walker has acquired former Bristol 
Omnibus convertible open-top Bristol ES 
formerly 866 NHT from East Yorkshire 
for The Bristol Omnibus Vehicle 
Collection at the beginning of Eebruary. 
It came south on Eriday 5 April following 
an inspection by the DVSA as a result of 
East Yorkshire’s decision to remove the 
vehicle’s cherished registration. The bus, 
now registered 452 XVE, was used 


number of other preserved buses from the 
BOVC collection, Chepstow Classic Buses 
and Bristol cars, in an event to celebrate 
the 50th anniversary of the first flight of 
Britain’s first Concorde, 002, from Eilton. 

In our picture, 452 XVE is shown 
departing the Aerospace Museum at 
Eilton, where the last Concorde to be 
built and fly is displayed, on its journey to 
Yeovilton, where Concorde 002 is on 
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MADNESS! 


East London. Crowds descended on 
Barking on Saturday 30 March. The focus 
of their attention was the bus garage 
there, just as it was some 40 years earlier 
on Saturday 7 April 1979 to be precise, 
when the — 


last iconic London Bus, no not the 
Routemaster which was to steal its crown, 
but the RT, was to come off service in 
the capital for the last time. The RT, a 
special version of the AEG Regent, was 
introduced in 1939 so this year’s event 


celebrated two anniversaries — RT40 
and RT80. Around 40 RTs supported 
by a handful of Leyland-based versions, 
the RTL and the RTW and the odd 
Routemaster faithfully recreated journeys 
on the 62, just as it was in 1979. The 
rest of the story of the day is told by the 
pictures and their captions so read on! 

This line-up of RTs at Barking garage 
includes four examples, complete with 
roof-mounted marker lights, repatriated 
from Abegweit Sightseeing Tours of 
Prince Edward Island, Canada, by Roger 
Wright of the London Bus Company in 
2010. Nearest the camera is Park Royal¬ 
bodied RT4548 (OLD 768) of 1954 vintage 
which was exported in 1979. The elevated 
view is courtesy of an open-top Trident 
positioned by the event organisers for 
photographers’ use — thank you! 

Prototype RTI (EYK 396) heads past 
Barking Park on route to Barking 
garage with the Mayor of Barking and 
Dagenham, Councillor Sanchia Alasia, on 
board. Both: DAVID JUKES 
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Top right: New in October 1947, 
RTI90 initially carried a Park 
Royal roofbox body. It left 
London service in 1970 and 
travelled west where it saw 
further service with Eynon of 
Trimsaran. It is seen here, in 
early postwar livery, heading for 
Chadwell Heath. HUGH JONES 


Lower right: Ensignbus RTI43I 
(JXC 194), a 1949 Cravens- 
bodied AEG Regent III 0961 
RT, heads south on Upney Lane 
while operating a free route 62 
journey from River Road Garage 
to Chadwell Heath. The Cravens- 
bodied RTs were instantly 
recognisable thanks to their five- 
bay construction and the lack of 
taper at the upper-deck’s front 
causing a mismatch with the 
standard RT cab below. 

DAVID JUKES 


Below: RTI702 (KYY 529), which 
retains its original Park Royal 
body, embarked upon a tour of 
Europe when new in 1950, taking 
in Norway, Sweden, Denmark, 
Holland, Belgium, Luxembourg, 
Germany and France, entering 
normal service from Mortlake 
garage upon its return. It was 
bought for preservation in 1972 
and is seen here passing Barking 
garage recreating a 62 journey 
to Creekmouth power station. 
HUGH JONES 
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Top left: Preserved in 1992, 
RT2293 (KGU 322) entered 
service with a Weymann 
body in 1949 at Potters Bar. 
Following several moves, 
RT2293 was transferred to 
Barking and used on the 
last day in service of the RT 
celebrations in April 1979. 
Forty years later it was back 
doing it again! HUGH JONES 


Top right: The London Bus 
Company’s RT3062 (KXW 
171) is a 1950-built RTwith 
a Saunders roof box body 
received at a 1965 overhaul. 
This bus has always been part 
of the London bus service 
scene, passing from LT to 
Ensignbus in July 1981 after 
use as a mechanical trainer, 
to Blue Triangle in 1993, and 
the London Bus Company in 
2007. DAVID JUKES 

Centre: RT3251 (LLU6IO),a 
1950 Weymann-bodied RT, 
was one of a number acquired 
by London Transport from 
National Bus Company- 
owned London Country in 
1972 for further service. It 
was a Barking-allocated bus 
in 1978/9 and took part in the 
RT cavalcade on 7 April 1979. 
The scaffold-clad flats were 
home to the photographer’s 
late Uncle and Aunt-in-law — 
the former, Ken Rondeau, was 
briefly a trolleybus conductor 
at West Ham depot. 

DAVID JUKES 

Bottom: 1950-built RT387I 
(LLU 670) is no stranger to the 
limelight, as it ran in service 
during the Tube strikes on the 
29 in 2014/15/16 in red with a 
white band and Blue Triangle 
fleetnames. Here it threads 
the traffic on a recreation 
of a route 62 journey to the 
Remploy Works in Long Reach 
Road. HUGH JONES 
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Right: The Leyland equivalent of AEC’s 
RT-type was the Titan 7RT, essentially a 
PD2 chassis modified for fitting standard 
RT bodies, and equipped with RT-type 
air brakes and an AEC transmission. 1952 
Park Royal-bodied RTLI256 (LYR 788) 
was a red-liveried Central Area bus from 
new until its transfer to the Country 
Area in 1959, for which it was repainted 
green. It was withdrawn by LT in 1962 
and was bought for preservation in 1984, 
passing to current owner Imperial Buses 
in 2001. DAVID JUKES 

Below: The RTW class buses were 8ft-wide 
all-Leyland PD2s, of which RTW75 
(KGK 575) entered service at Shepherds 
Bush in 1949. RTW75 returned to service 
with Blue Triangle in 2004, and was 
retained by Roger Wright/The London 
Bus Company. It also starred as a Tube 
strike replacement. HUGH JONES 





Left: Undoubted star of the 
show was RT624 (JXC 432) 
which 40 years ago was 
the last bus into Barking 
garage ending normal 
RT service in the capital. 

It was new to Hemel 
Hempstead in green/ 
cream livery in 1948 with 
Weymann roofbox body. 

In 1969 it emerged from 
Aldenham with Weymann 
body No 7226 in red. In 
1969 it was transferred to 
Barking in time to take 
part in the celebrations. 
Following immediate 
withdrawal, it passed into 
preservation, at one time 
residing at The Transport 
Museum, Wythall. It was 
subsequently acquired by 
Ensign Bus and restored 
to 1979 condition. 

HUGH JONES 
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Walsall 





The Walsall trolleybus system 
opened on 22 July 1931, gradually 
replacing the Walsall Corporation 
Tramways network. 

The Walsall system was one of 
our medium-sized systems, with a 
total of 6 routes, and a maximum 
fleet of 60 trolleybuses. In its 
final years, the Walsall system 
had a diverse fleet of trolleybuses, 
many of which had been acquired 
secondhand from already closed 
trolleybus systems elsewhere in 
the UK. It was itself closed on 
3 October 1970. 

Five former Walsall trolleybuses 
are now preserved — four in their 
pale blue Walsall livery along with 
one in its original Ipswich colours. 
Two Walsall ‘thoroughbreds’ 
are at the Trolleybus Museum, 
Sandtoft, one at the Black 
Country Living Museum in 
Dudley, and the other at the 
Aldridge Transport Museum. The 
former Ipswich trolleybus is back 
in its hometown at the transport 
museum there. 


Top: Walsall 304 (BDY 808), a 
Weymann-bodied Sunbeam W4 
started out in 1947 with Hastings 
Tramways as its No 33. Acquired 
by Walsall in May 1959 along 
with seven others. It is seen here 
some 10 years later nearing the 
closure of the system. 

Centre: The Ipswich system closed 
in 1963, its No 122 (ADX 192), 
a 1950 surviving with Walsall 
until early 1970. Six, including 
this vehicle, were withdrawn 
early in 1970, leaving No ADX 
191 to soldier on until the last 
day of trolleybus operation on 
3 October 1970. ADX 196 was 
acquired for preservation and 
returned to Suffolk and 1980 it 
was repainted in Ipswich colours 
for the centenary celebrations 
of the town’s transport 
undertaking. It is now housed at 
the Ipswich Transport Museum. 

Bottom: No 340 (NDH 957), a 
1951 Brush-bodied Sunbeam F4 
survived until 1970, when West 
Midlands PTE decided to scrap 
trolleybus operation in Walsall. 
All: PRESBUS ARCHIVE 
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Top left: Final new trolleybuses 
to arrive in Walsall were 
22 Willowbrook-bodied 
Sunbeam F4As inl955/56. 
Seen here in the final years 
of operation is No 860 (TDH 
910). PRESBUS ARCHIVE 

Top right: From the same 
batch is Sunbeam F4A No 861 
(TDH 811), bound for Walsall. 

PRESBUS ARCHIVE 

Above: Looking fairly smart 
for a Walsall trolleybus in 
the final years of the system, 
we see Sunbeam F4A No 870 
(XDH 70) on circular route 
33. PRESBUS ARCHIVE 

Left: Passengers prepare to 
board Sunbeam F4A No 
871 (XDH 70) in Bloxwich 
on route 31 bound for the 
Mossley Estate. OMNICOLOUR 
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ON THE RORD 



This month’s round¬ 
up of older buses and 
coaches is presented 
by DAVID JUKES. 


RF40 

The Amersham & District Motorbus 
Society-organised RF40 event on 24 
March commemorated the March 1979 
withdrawal of London Transport’s last RF- 
class vehicles (Metro-Cammell-bodied AEC 
Regal IV 982ILTs) from routes 218 and 219. 
The event provided frequent free heritage 
bus services to Kingston, Weybridge, 
Staines and the surrounding area from 
Brooklands using RFs and their successors. 
(I) Seen in Station Road, Addlestone, is 
RFI3 (LUC 213)-one of the first 25 RFs 
built to a shorter 27ft 6ins length and 
allocated to private hire work when new. 
The brick pillar with a fire hydrant sign is 
the last remains of the London Transport 
Country Area garage. (2) Monument Hill 
in Weybridge hosts standard 30ft-length 
Central Area bus RF395 (MXX 283) of 
1953 vintage on route to Kingston. (3) 
Identical sister RF354 (MLL 991), dating 
from the previous year, recreates a route 
219 works journey in Lammas Lane, Esher. 
(4) Several RFs were replaced by BL-class 
Eastern Coach Works-bodied Bristol LHs 
on routes unsuitable for larger buses; 
a Kingston-bound BL49 (ULO 524R- 
originally OJD 49R) is seen in Hersham 
Road, Hersham. (5) EPD 543V was the 
final Leyland National delivered to London 
Country in late-1979 and operated from 
Guildford, Leatherhead and Reigate before 
becoming part of the London Country 
South West fleet on London Country’s 
division into smaller units. LCSW was 
renamed London & Country with this 
smart two-tone green with red stripe 
livery adopted. SNB543 recalls the area’s 
post-deregulation operations in Hanger 
Hill, Weybridge. Pictures: MARK LYONS 
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I ROWE RAIL REPLACEMENT 

Seen at East Midlands Parkway 
railway station in the shadow of 
Ratcliff on Soar power station on 
31 March during rail replacement 
duties are three very tidy coaches 
from the Rowe Coaches of 
Nuneaton fleet. (I) E2 OWE is 
a 1989 Plaxton Paramount III 
3500-bodied Volvo BIOM-60 new 
to Park of Hamilton registered 
F982 HGE. (2) E20 OWE is a 
1999 Van Hool T9 Alizee-bodied 
Volvo BIOM-62 new to Rambler 
Coaches of Hastings registered 
T222 GDY. (3) E20 WEX is a 
1998 Gaetano Algarve ll-bodied 
Volvo BIOM new to Bullock of 
Cheadle registered R292 CVM. 
Pictures: CALUM MACLENNAN 
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ROUTEMASTER RAIN 



. Special 
@ Service 

(WPPYBinHW 


Splashing past Keighley railway 
station on a very wet 8 March is 
Red Bus Days of Keighley RML2475 
(JJD 475D), a 1966 Routemaster 
new to London Transport. 

Picture: CHRIS NEWTON 



DOVER ORANGE 


(1) Laying over at Dover Castle on 13 March is Fourjems Coaches of 
Sittingbourne MHZ 5466, a restyled 1994 Berkhof Excellence-bodied 
MAN 18.370 new to Hodge of Sandhurst registered L7I5 FPE. 

(2) Arriving at Dover Priory railway station on 16 March while 
operating a rail replacement journey from Ramsgate is Crosskeys 
Coaches of Folkstone X72 UAO, a 2000 Alexander 
ALX400-bodied Volvo B7TL new to Dublin 
Bus as itsAV8 (00D40008). 

Pictures: JAMES OTLEY 
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Steve Waggitt of Cobus has 
now spent over 50 years building, 
repairing and restoring bodywork 
on buses and coaches. NICK 
LARKIN catches up with him. 


In 1968, at the age of 15, Steve Waggitt 
arrived at Plaxton in Scarborough as one 
of a hundred apprentices taken on that 
year. 

FIFTY YEARS LATER 

Fifty years later, Steve runs one of the 
best-respected vehicle restorers and 
repairers in the country. Cobus, which 
has now completed more than 50 major 
restorations and is still doing some work 
for Plaxton! 

Rather a lot has happened in between, 
as you would imagine. 

Born in Scarborough, it had seemed 
likely, if not inevitable that Steve would 
head towards Plaxton. 1 already had 
two uncles, a brother and brother-in-law 
working there,’ Steve explains. 

1 remember working on Plaxton 
Panorama 1 coaches in the repair 
department, but a lot of the vehicles were 
from the 1950s, an era when Plaxton made 


superb products, as they now do today.’ 

The workshop also dealt with Duple- 
bodied vehicles in for repair along with 
those of a builder Steve rated highly, 
Harrington. We had a chap called Vic 
Barnett who came up from Harrington. 
He was extremely skilled and used to 
show me drawings of Spitfire parts he had 
made at Harrington during the war. 

‘Being in the repair shop you didn’t get 
moved around so much and you got time 
to learn the skills properly over five years,’ 
Steve remembers. Training could be quite 
harsh. T was even reduced to tears by one 
trainer, but I realised I was being taught 
properly and learning something.’ 

Steve worked on some unusual projects 
at Plaxton, not least a harem for an Arab 
customer, based on an Elite design. The 
department also prepared ckd kits for 
export. Steve later became a service 
engineer for Plaxton, travelling over a 
wide area and meeting operators. 


EXPRESS COACH REPAIRS 

In 1982 he left and set up Express Coach 
Repairs with a business partner, Brian 
Sheader. We travelled all over the country, 
and among our early customers were Brian 
Souter and Ann Gloag, who had three 
vehicles at the time. In the 1990s, Express 
was asked to restore a Bedford OB for 
H&M Coaches of Cannock Chase, and 
other projects followed. 

Meanwhile, after an amicable split from 
Express, Steve became joint managing 
director of a new concern. Cobus (short 
for Coach and Bus) which began operating 
from premises on the Carnaby Industrial 
Estate at Bridlington, with work on older 
vehicles continuing but being a relatively 
small part of the overall picture. 

Then came a project which really 
placed the firm on the vehicle restoration 
map, the rebuild of new to Excelsior of 
Bournemouth 1963 Plaxton Panorama 
-bodied Bedford VAL14, 5188 RU, for 
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COBUS RE-ESTABLISHED 

Cobus went into receivership, but luckily 
Steve was able to buy the company’s 
equipment from the receiver and 
re-establish Cobus with himself as sole 
trader. This was all ten years ago now and 
things are totally different nowadays,’ says 
Steve. Tm proud to say that 99 per cent of 
our customers came with us.’ 


Initially the new’ Cobus operated from 
different premises at Carnaby before a 
move to the Hunmanby Industrial Estate 
near Filey. 

Cobus now employs eight people, a 
couple of them trained by Steve himself, 
including two full-time mechanics. In 
addition, Steve has a vast pool of skilled 
freelance people to call on, some of which 


Opposite page: Steve Waggitt at Cobus 
alongside Slacks of Matlock’s 1962 
Plaxton Embassy ll-bodied Commer 
Avenger IV, 878 YTE. This coach was new 
to Fairclough of Lostock. NICK LARKIN 


This page, top to bottom: Arguably Cobus’ 
most famous restoration, Johnson Bros’ 
1963 Bedford VALI4 has been finished to 
an incredible standard. COBUS 


Cobus also restored this Johnson Bros’ 
Bedford OB, which had been new to 
Gash, Newark. NICK LARKIN 


New to Heather of Robin Hood’s Bay, this 
1953 Plaxton-bodied Commer Avenger 
has been immaculately restored for 
owner George Atkin. NICK LARKIN 


Johnson Bros of Hodthorpe. 

‘We were very proud of the work we 
did on that vehicle,’ said Steve. The 
finished coach appeared at numerous 
events and created a sensation, and 
not surprisingly a certain Bridlington 
telephone rang many times with further 
commissions. 

Several other major restorations for 
Johnson Bros, including Bedford OB 
GAL 967, which has been new to Gash 
in 1944. Currently being worked on 
is another Plaxton Panorama-bodied 
Bedford VAL14, 8488 NU, which was new 
to Branson of Brampton in 1964. 

Just a few of the other Cobus stars 
(and there are many more) have included 
Duple Britannia-bodied AEG Reliance 
SHO 800 for Thornes of Bubwith, 1950 
Bedford OB/Duple ACC 629 for Bibby 
of Ingleton and new to Lee of Barnet 
Dennis Lancet II with Duple coachwork, 
registration LJH 665, for Steve Morris of 
Quantock Heritage fame. 

We can’t leave out the Ribble Vehicle 
Preservation Trust’s 1936 Leyland 
Cheetah with Brush bodywork, RN 7824 
or . . . well the list goes on. 

At one point. Cobus employed 20 people, 
many ex-Plaxton but then came problems, 
partly due to the 2008 financial crisis. Tt 
was not a good time,’ admits Steve. ‘We 
had people not paying us, including one 
customer owing £12,000. ‘We were then 
advised to take someone to court over 
non-payment and the solicitors said we 
could not lose. ‘Unfortunately the person in 
question counter sued and we lost the case. 

‘With the credit squeeze and changes at 
the bank, our overdraft was reduced and 
reduced to the point where we couldn’t 
operate, a fate shared by some coach 
companies at the time. 
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he has known since his time at Plaxton. 

As a result, Cobus can tackle any task 
on a bus or coach. Wings, panels and 
mouldings are all produced in house 
and a vast number of spares have been 
accumulated. 

Vehicles can be sprayed or painted by 
hand. Although bodywork is normally 
restored as original more modern floor 
coatings are used unless a customer 
requests differently. 


Restorations to award-winning standards 
are continuing but there lies a dilemma. 
'We do tend to be associated with high- 
end restorations but we will do anything 
within a customer’s budget. Sometimes we 
would love to go further with a project, but 
fully realise the financial limitations. We 
can also do small jobs such as replacing 
a panel, and traditional signwriting.’ 
Customers normally pay for work carried 
out on a monthly basis. 


'The most important thing when a 
potential customer comes to us is to know 
exactly what they want,’ says Steve. Then we 
can work out how much it will cost. There’s 
always the chicken and egg situation where 
we can’t assess the condition of framing 
until we remove the panels.’ 

A walk around Cobus premises reveals 
a fascinating selection of vehicles being 
restored and generally worked on. One 
coach at the moment isn’t yet so lucky 
— rare 1952 Plaxton-bodied Commer 
Avenger HPY 844, which was new to 
Smiths of Thirsk in 1952 and remained 
with the company until its recent demise 
has been saved by Steve. 'I’d seen it a few 
years earlier and it has declined since then 
but I felt it should be saved.’ The Commer, 
a major project, is for sale and can be taken 
away or of course Cobus could restore it. 

Top left: Not all work is major. Previously 
restored by Cobus for owner Mike Ellis, 
this Bristol SUL4A has been receiving 
attention to a damaged panel. 

Top right: Plaxton-bodied Commer 
Avenger I, HPY 844, had been new to 
Smiths of Thirsk in 1952. It is currently 
looking for a new owner. 

Centre: Tyne & Wear PTE Metropolitan 
needs attention to framework. 

Bottom: Contrasting projects. Great 
Yarmouth single-deck Marshall-bodied 
Leyland Atlantean GEX 74IF and the 
latest project for Cobus, new to Roberts 
of Rochdale 1961 Plaxton-bodied Ford 
570E, YDK795. 

Opposite, top left: Andrews Bedford OB 
should be finished by the end of this year. 

Top right: Duple-Britannia-bodied AEC 
Reliance XOT 104 was new to Coliseum 
Coaches, West End, Southampton. 

Bottom: Former Glenton Tours 30-seat 
Plaxton-bodied AEC Reliance PYM I06F 
is being restored for a private owner. 

It is seen with new to Wallace Arnold 
Plaxton-rebodied Leyland Leopard 
SWW I25R. All: NICK LARKIN 
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CURRENT PROJECTS 

In rather great contrast is new to Tyne 
& Wear PTE MCW Metropolitan, 

OCU 772R, which is receiving attention 
for its preservationist owner. Work 
includes replacing side stress and truss 
panels. Also being worked on are two 
Leyland Tiger Doyens and Paul Kevill’s 
1968 Marshall-bodied Leyland Atlantean 
single-decker, new to Great Yarmouth, 
GEX 74IE. Paul has many memories of 
seeing Great Yarmouth’s unique single¬ 
deck Marshall-bodied Leyland Atlanteans 
when visiting his auntie at Gorleston-on- 
Sea. ’I was fascinated — these buses were 
on the local route and there was nothing 
else like them,’ he says. After hearing 
GEX 74IE was for sale Paul, who works 
for Transport for Greater Manchester 
snapped up the vehicle. Tt was on a farm 
in Kent and had previously been a playbus, 
but it deserved to be saved and restored’ 
says Paul. So far the floor has been taken 
up to reveal sound chassis, and restoration 
is to begin. Cobus is to source or possibly 
make seats. 

Then there’s the latest project for 
Johnson Bros, new to Roberts of Rochdale 
1961 Plaxton C41P-bodied Lord 570E, 
YDK795. 

Rebuilds underway include This coach, 
new to Eairclough of Lostock and latterly 
with Slacks of Matlock’s 1962 Plaxton 
C41P-bodied Commer Avenger IV, 878 
YTE and Andrews of Tideswell’s owned 
from new Bedford OB, MRB 765, which 
served the Derbyshire operator until 1974, 
latterly on a works contract. The coach 
was just put I a shed and we never got rid 
of it,’ says Andrews managing director, 
Russell Andrew. In 2000 the Bedford was 
entrusted to a group of enthusiasts for 
restoration which never happened, and the 
vehicle was taken back in-house in 2016. 
‘We really wanted to see the Bedford 


restored and felt it was now or never,’ said 
Russell. Now we hope the coach will be 
finished by the end of the year.’ 

Stripped to its Duple framework, which 
will be restored to its exact original spec is 
new to Coliseum Coaches, Southampton 
Duple Britannia-bodied AEG Reliance 
XOT 104 for Kevin Proctor of Procters 
Coaches, Teeming Bar. 

Then there’s a rare vehicle being 
worked on for Tim Mills of Enterprise 
Coaches, based near Goole — SWW 
125R being one of four Wallace Arnold 
Leyland Leopards to receive new narrow 
Plaxton Paramount bodywork for use on 
narrow West Country roads. Also awaiting 
attention for a private owner is PYM 106E, 
an AEG Reliance new to Glenton Tours 
in London with a 30-seat centre-entrance 
Plaxton body. 

FUNDAMENTAL SHIFT 

Steve said there has been fundamental 
shift in Cobus business over the past 
few years. ‘Whereas ten years ago our 
business was 60 per cent newer vehicles 
and 40 per cent classic, now it’s 90 per 
cent older.’ 

Steve is understandably reluctant to 


single out one Cobus restoration he’s 
particularly proud of, but obviously a 
certain Bedford VAL comes to mind. 

‘We put our greatest effort into everything 
we do,’ he says. 

There had been a recent decline 
in operators having older coaches 
refurbished for normal duties, possibly 
due to various local councils placing age 
restrictions on vehicles used on school 
contracts. 

So does Steve see any major changes at 
Cobus, apart from a recent venture into 
classic car restoration? ‘I think we’ll stay 
more or less as we are, though if we did 
find anyone with the necessary skills we 
would be very interested in hearing from 
them.’ 

And what about apprentices? ‘We have 
tried but it hasn’t been successful as yet. 

In view of my starting as an apprentice if 
we took someone on the wheel would have 
turned full circle!’ 

THANKS 

Thanks to Steve Waggitt and everyone 
at Cobus for their help with this feature. 
Cobus can be contacted on 01723 892997 
or email cobusuk@btconnect.com 
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Easter Weekend Gold 20-22 April 


Family Treasure Hunt on Saturday & Sunday 20f2] April 

May Day Bank Holiday Gold 4-6 May 
Spring Bank Holiday Gold 25-27 May 
Totally Models at Rigby Road 22/23 June 

Model Tramway layouts and displays at Rigby Road Depot 

Tram Sunday Weekend 20/21 July 
August Bank Holiday Gold 24-26 August 

Including Rigby Road Heritage Depot Open Day on Sunday 25 August 

September Spectacular 28/29 September 
Winter Gold 23/24 November 
Christmas & Santa 7/8, 14/15 & 21 /22 December 
Promenade Tours operate every weekend from 5 January to 
29 December and daily 9-24 February, 30 March-22 April, 

24 May-9 June, 21 June-1 September & 1 1 October-3 November 

Buy your tickets on board - cash only! 

Promenade Tour Return Trip between Pleasure Beach - Tower/North Pier - Bispham £3.50 adult/£2 child 
Full Tour Return Trip anywhere between Pleasure Beach - Cleveleys - Fleetwood £5.50 adult/£3 child 
Heritage Day Trayelcard Unlimited tours plus all Blackpool Transport Tram and Bus services 
£11 adult/£6 child/£25 family Concession Heritage Only Day Ticket £9 

Catch a Heritage Tram at our special stops with these signs 



Pleasure Tower/ Cabin Bispham Cleveleys Fleetwood 

Beach North Pier see our website, Facebook or Twitter for Timetables 



BlackpoolHeritage.com BlackpoolHeritageTramTours 1^3 BpIHeritageTram 







NOTTINGHAM 


THE EAST MIDLANDS BUS, COACH & TRUCK SHOW 
THE NOTTINGHAM BUS & COACH RUNNING WEEKEND 
NOTTINGHAM MOTORSHOW (New Cars) 
PWATC’s AUTOKARNA (Sun) 



Transport Festival 


CLASSIC CARS & BIKES MILITARY VEHICLES 
CUSTOM & KIT CARS AUTOJUMBLE (Sun) 


SATURDAY S SUNDAY^^"^ ^ „ 

8th - 9th J une 2019 
Wollaton Park, Nottingham 

For further details or to book your entry please visit . 

https://www.nottinghamtransportfestival.co.uk 




-NHVC- 

NOTTINGHAM 

HERITAGE VEHICLES CHARITY 



























After three years toil, the restoration of former Cheltenham District 90 
(UHY 374), a 1955 Eastern Coach Works-bodied Bristol KSW6G, has 
recently been completed. SIMON GILL discovers what was involved. 



Cheltenham District No 90 
leaves its restoration base 
for the open road looking 
resplendent in its rich red 
and cream livery. SIMON GILL 


We are used to seeing preserved Bristol 
KSW double-deckers in Tilling green or 
red liveries but some operated in other 
colours. The bright red and cream of 
Brighton Hove and District 447 (HAP 
985) springs to mind but we can also now 
enjoy the delightful deep red and cream 
of the Cheltenham District Traction 
Company. 

CHELTENHAM DISTRICT 

Local bus services in the regency spa 
town of Cheltenham were operated 
by Cheltenham District Traction Co, 
a Red & White United Transport Ltd 
subsidiary which was acquired from the 
Balfour Beatty organisation in July 1939. 
Following the 1947 Transport Act, which 
set up the British Transport Commission 
(BTC), the Red & White directors were 
convinced their private enterprise would 
be compulsorily nationalised so sold out 
voluntarily to the BTC in February 1950. 

The BTC decided to tidy up some of its 
operations following nationalisation and, 
as part of this, all of Cheltenham District’s 
assets, including 33 vehicles, were 
transferred to the Bristol Tramways & 
Carriage Co Ltd (BT&CC) in late-1950. It 
was retained for several years as a separate 
company with its own unique, dignified 
livery and two-digit fleet numbers which 
made its vehicles stand out in an otherwise 
all-green fleet. Unusually it also had a 
policy of allocating individual buses to a 
particular route until 1965. 

BRISTOL KSW 

Bristol introduced its KS series in 1950 
to replace the Bristol K type when the 
maximum permitted length of a double- 
decker was increased from 26ft to 27ft. 
The extra foot was equally divided 
between the passenger compartment 
and the bonnet - the latter could now 
accommodate the longer Gardner 6LW 
8.4 litre engine which was too long to fit 
into the standard Eastern Coach Works 
(ECW)-bodied Bristol K. The Bristol 
AVW 8.1 litre and smaller Gardner 5LW 7 
litre engines remained available. 

Whilst the Bristol KS remained 7ft 6ins 
wide, a new 8ft wide version, the KSW, was 
introduced with the driver’s cab sporting 
a white steering wheel as a reminder of 
the extra width. The KSW with its elegant 
ECW aluminium-framed 416 window-bay 
body proved very popular and 1,116 were 
built between 1950 and 1957. 
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Top left: Cheltenham District 8561 leans 
over in Cheltenham town centre on the 
591 to Leckhampton on 23 September 
1972. This service was regularly operated 
by KSWs throughout their life and was 
previously numbered 3/3A. MIKE WALKER 

Top right: Just before withdrawal 8561 was 
used on an enthusiasts’ tour and is seen in 
Pool Meadow Bus Station, Coventry, on 
2 March 1974 resplendent in NBC poppy 
red livery with white band and grey 
wheels. Note the Cheltenham coat of 
arms after the fleetname. MIKE WALKER 

Right: UHY 374 was used as a Control 
Tower at Cotswold Gliding Club, Aston 
Down, and is seen undertaking that role in 
1990 with lights on its roof. COLIN MARTIN 

Bottom left: April 2016 marked the arrival 
of UHY 374 for restoration in the West 
Midlands although some work had been 
done to remove paint from the panels. 

ROGER BURDETT 

Bottom left, inset: Chassis plate confirms 
enthusiast records as 106005. 

Bottom centre: The engine has been 
removed for rebuilding and brakes are 
being overhauled with new brake drums 
and brake shoes ready for fitting. 

Bottom right: Rear platform area with most 
of the exterior and interior removed in 
June 2017. All: SIMON GILL 

BT&CC found the KS/KSW models 
ideally suited to its operations and bought 
396 during the production run - the 
largest fleet in the country - representing 
over 25% of the fleet when the final batch 
was delivered in 1957. They did not carry 
standard Tilling destination boxes; BT&CC 
instead specifying single-piece boxes. 

CHELTENHAM KSWs 

The first Bristols added to the Cheltenham 
District fleet after acquisition by BT&CC 
were two KSW6Bs. The first, No 81 
(NHY 939), entered service in November 
1951 and was virtually a standard Bristol 


city’ bus with open-platform 60-seat body. 
The second. No 80 (NHY 938), arrived in 
March 1952 and remained unique in the 
Cheltenham fleet as the only one to carry 
a lowbridge 55-seat body with upper-deck 
side sunken gangway to negotiate a low 
bridge in Hatherley Road. In later years an 
‘L’ prefix was added to its fleet number. 

Four more standard Bristol KSW6Bs, 
Nos 82-85 (OHY 952-55), arrived in late- 
1952/early-1953. These featured higher 
backed seats, replacing the ‘London-style’ 
seats, and a sloping lower edge to the 
front canopy towards the bulkhead, both 
of which ECW introduced in 1952. 


Two more KSW6Bs, Nos 86/87 (PHW 
989/91), entered service in December 1953 
and were notable as the last Cheltenham 
KSWs to have red interior trim. No 88 
(SHW 341) followed in July 1954 with 
standard ECW green interior trim and, 
after a change in the law, it and subsequent 
deliveries could also be identified by the 
fitting of two tail lights and direction 
indicators on the lower rear panel. 

Delivery of KSWs was interrupted by 
Cheltenham’s first Bristol Lodekka, No 89 
(THW 731), in February 1955 but resumed 
in October 1955 when Nos 90/91 (UHY 
374/75) entered service. These were the 
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The well-proportioned 
ECW body on a 
Bristol KSW looks 
particularly splendid in 
Cheltenham District 
livery. They were 
regular performers on 
the 3A to Hesters Way 
anyone for the Gas 
Works? SIMON GILL 


CHElTPHiH ?? DISTRICT 


fleet’s first KSW6Gs - identifiable by two 
holes in the side of the bonnet at the same 
height compared to being diagonally set 
for a Bristol engine. They also featured 
shallower destination indicators of 12ins 
depth. The final two KSW6Gs, Nos 
92/93 (WHW 821/22), entered service in 
September 1956 making 13 in total. 

The Bristol-engined buses tended to 
be favoured by drivers owing to their 
quicker acceleration and faster gearchange 
compared to the Gardner 6LW. 

In May 1966, Cheltenham’s KSWs 
were renumbered into the main Bristol 
Omnibus Company (as BT&CC became 
in 1957) fleetnumber series; No L80 
become L8551 and Nos 81-88/90-93 
became 8552-59/61-64 respectively. 
Withdrawals began with L8551 the 
following year; the final one, 8562 (UHY 
375), lasting until 1 October 1975 when 
it was the only Bristol Group KS/KSW to 
achieve 20 years’ passenger service. 


UHY 374 

No 90 (UHY 374) was delivered from 
ECW on 24 September 1955 and entered 
service on local routes the following 
month. It was renumbered 8561 in May 
1966. 

Although scheduled for withdrawal 
and replacement by a Leyland National in 
1973, industrial unrest at that time, which 
affected the supply of spares and new 
vehicles, caused the two UHY-registered 
KSWs to be retained. In September 1973 
they were the only KSWs to be repainted 
in the National Bus Company’s poppy red 
livery with a white band between decks, 
Cheltenham NBC-style fleetname and an 
enlarged borough coat of arms. 

UHY 374 was finally withdrawn in 
March 1975 when it was the last bus in 
the fleet to retain its original 36ins x 
12ins destination screens. It passed to the 
Cotswold Gliding Club at Aston Down in 
May 1975 for use as a control tower. 


No 90 remained there until December 
1990 when it was acquired by Peter Bailey, 
trading as Classic Buses (which was 
renamed Black & White in June 2001). 
William Staniforth of the Bristol Road 
Transport Collection bought the KSW in 
June 2015 before passing it to Mike Walker 
as part of the Bristol Omnibus Vehicle 
Collection the following December. 

RESTORATION 

UHY 374 required considerable 
restoration to return it to its former glory 
after standing outside for well over 30 
years. Mike decided to entrust the job to a 
team led by Kevin Hill at Roger Burdett’s 
premises in the West Midlands. The bus 
arrived in April 2016 and an assessment of 
the work required was undertaken. 

Dismantling soon started and the sump, 
on removal, was full of metal filings in the 
gunge’ - not a good sign. The engine was 
despatched to Chepstow Classic Buses for 
a complete rebuild including new pistons, 
rings and heads. The differential and 
clutch were replaced as were the wheel 
hubs and centre bearings. 

Numerous firms assisted: Cox 
Automotive of Atherstone rebuilt the 
starter motor, dynamo and electrical 

A close-up of the front dash area shows 
the silver-painted chassis, refurbished 
radiator, black wings and dumb irons 
(with ^Bristol’ covers) with newly 
chromed headlights. The attention to 
detail shows with the ^Bristol’ badged 
dumb iron covers. Both: SIMON GILL 
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control box, Jones Springs of Blackheath 
rebuilt all four springs, and the radiator 
was rebuilt by Applied Radiators of Stoke- 
on-Trent - work which included making a 
new core. 

Peter Murphy undertook various 
welding jobs and constructed new inner 
and outer offside front wings. He also 
widened a 7ft bins Bristol’s nearside front 
wing to fit the 8ft-wide KSW - and you 
can’t see the join! 

The chassis was finished by fitting a 
new exhaust system as the pipework had 
rusted away and mice were discovered in 
the silencer. 

BODYWORK 

New wood fillets were fitted to the 
aluminium frame prior to the whole lower 
deck and part of the upper deck being 
re-panelled. A new blanking plate was 
constructed and fitted between the cab 
and engine bay and a new platform was 
made by Peter Murphy which was then 
fitted with rubber platform strips. 

No 90 was totally rewired by Dave Parry 
who also did some mechanical work. New 
wooden floors were fitted and covered 
with suitable floor material. All cove 
panels on both decks were replaced. 

Seats were returned to original 
condition with new foam covered in 
new pleated green vinyl by South West 
Upholstery, Bristol. Similar material was 
used on the interior side panels. 

Silicone window rubber was supplied 
by Advanced Materials of Littlehampton. 
Finally, Classics and Chrome, Hinckley 
re-chromed various items. 

LUCKY FIND 

Finishing touches are always important 
and Kevin Hill has done a splendid 
repaint in original livery complete with 
Tilling Green cab which stands out amid 
the red and cream exterior. 

A destination blind was still in place at 
the front of No 90 when it arrived but it 
showed route numbers in the 500-series 
which Bristol Omnibus introduced to 
Cheltenham’s town and country services 
in 1966. Graham Jones, a friend of Mike’s 
and co-author of the excellent The Bristol 
KSW’ with Allan Macfarlane (published in 

This rear offside view shows the twin 
sidelights and direction indicators on the 
lower panel introduced from 1954. Note 
only the window surrounds were painted 
cream. SIMON GILL 


Right: The Tilling green 
cab contrasts sharply 
with the red exterior. 
The white steering 
wheel denotes an 8ft 
wide bus. 

Top and lower right: 

Newly re-trimmed 
lower-deck seats 
and repainted 
white ceiling with 
ECW-lettered bell- 
house casing at 
the gangway’s end. 
The green interior 
specified from 1954 
contrasts with the 
red platform area. 

Right: Upper deck 
looking aft with new 
seats, white ceiling 
and a glimpse of the 
red platform area 
with a notice to wait 
until the bus stops 
when descending the 
staircase. 

All: SIMON GILL 




1985), had a 1950s blind in his collection. 
He kindly lent it to Mike so two copies 
could be made for the front and rear 
destination boxes. These were screen- 
printed on linen by Tearne Transfer and 
Digital Print of Birmingham. It appears 
the roller blind fittings were unique to 
Bristol Omnibus and one was missing 
which William Staniforth kindly supplied. 

Tearne’s also manufacture crests and 
amazingly supplied Cheltenham town crests 
from stock which had been made in 1957! 
These were fitted between the fleetnames 
which were signwritten, together with all 
other signage, by Steve Evans. 

New tyres were supplied by Roger 
Burdett to help get No 90 
back on the 


road. Hopefully this Cheltenham KSW 
will be seen later in the year - it is not to 
be missed! 

THANKS 

Several people have supplied various parts 
to help the restoration including Graham 
Ledger (who also worked on No 90), 
William Staniforth and Roger Burdett. 
Owner Mike Walker would like to thank 
everyone already mentioned for their 
help with this project which has been the 
largest restoration carried out by the team. 
It has involved over 6,000 manhours 
with assistance also provided by Ken 
Westmacott and Nick Robertson. 

Our thanks to Mike Walker and Roger 
Burdett for their help with this feature. 
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For your delight this month we 
bring you a fine selection of saloon 
buses which had survived to 
become ancillary vehicles in the 
fleets they once served ... 


Right: Strictly speaking not a saloon, new to 
Northern General in 1962 as its 2034 (9034 PT), 
Roe-bodied Leyland Atlantean was later 
converted into towing vehicle No 3045. 

Pictures: PRESBUS ARCHIVE 

Below: Leaving Doncaster North bus station is 
1963 Roe-bodied Leyland Tiger Cub 434 MDT 
wearing the livery of the town’s Welfare/ 
Education Department, having been retired 
from the bus fleet. It was later registered 
NWR 421A and sold for preservation, possibly 
as a source of spares for another vehicle. 




ntWOL'B 
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Left Seen in 1980 is Reading 
34 (5134 DP). The saloon, 
a Neepsend-bodied AEC 
Reliance was converted in 
1974 into the local authorities’ 
surgery bus. It is seen here at 
the garage. 
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Above: Now preserved in its original Birkenhead livery, 1964 Massey-bodied 
Leyland Leopard LI (RCM 493) was, at the time of this September 1978 view 
in use as Wirral Road Safety Unit. 


Above right: 1967 Leyland Leopard/East Lancs 1961 Merthyr 151 is seen in 
May 1982, East Lancs-bodied Leyland Leopard, Merthyr Tydfil 151 
(DHB 151F) having become a mobile polling station. ^ 


Above: This 1968 AEC Reliance 
with Marshall body, OFN 72IF, 
was new to East Kent. By 1980 
it had become a Maidstone & 
District Freedom Ticket sales 
office. In later life it was used 
as an office for The Big B Surf 
bus, spending the summer 
of 2013 in the car park above 
the popular surfing beach at 
Sennen Cove. It had gone by 
2014 but has now reappeared 
on the opposite side of 
Cornwall at Lizard, possibly in 
use as a caravan. 


Left: Running on trade plate 
518 GB, this former Yorkshire 
Traction Marshall-bodied 
Leyland Leopard. Having 
been purchased by 
Strathclyde PTE, it was 
converted into a towing bus. 
Originally CHE 535K, it was 
numbered 535 Yorkshire 
Traction fleet. 
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From LS to MW 


The Bristol LS (light saloon), 
produced between 1951 and 
1958 was a joint venture 
between Bristol Commercial 
Vehicles and ECW, for a coach 


and bus. The LS was of integral 
construction, its engine placed 
amidships beneath the floor. 

It was replaced in 1957 by 
the Bristol MW (medium 


weight), essentially a more 
traditional body on chassis 
vehicle. The MW was 
produced between 1957 
and 1967. Here however. 


we look, only at those fitted 
with the earlier body style, 
which was very similar to 
its contemporary saloon 
equivalent. 

Eastern Counties LS5G LS776 
(VVF 776) was new in 1957, 
one of 26 LS coaches acquired 
new. Seen here as late as 
April 1969, this still smart¬ 
looking coach demonstrates 
the former Metropolitan 
Coaches of Great Yarmouth 
maroon and cream livery 
inherited with that business 
and thereafter worn by the 
Eastern Counties coaching 
fleet. This coach ended its 
days with David Rollinson and 
Co, Carlton (dealer). 


Easter National acquired its 
No 456 (7015 HK), a Bristol 
MW6G, which later became 
No 329, in 1959. The coach 
was withdrawn in 1970, 
finding its way via a couple of 
dealers to Blue Line Coaches 
of Upminster, with which it 
remained until 1974 when 
it was sold to Rennies of 
Dunfermline. 
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Seen at Southampton’s Marlands bus station is Hants & Dorset 736 (862 UEL). Originally numbered 862, this LS6G entered service 
in 1957 with Hants & Dorset during the BTC era. H£D operated only a small fleet of private hire and touring coaches, as express 
services from within its territory were operated by Royal Blue. In 1967 it was converted to OMO and repainted in bus livery and 
transferred to Bournemouth. Having become No 1793 in 1971, it was sold for scrap the following year to dealer, Cowley of Salford. 

Provincial (Gosport & 
Fareham), having originated 
within the BET side of the 
newly created National Bus 
Company in 1969, acquired 
at that time LS6G, MAX 
132 numbering it 29. It had 
been new to Red & White 
in l954asitsUC254. It left 
Provincial in 1972 passing 
briefly to Tillingbourne 
before withdrawal and sale to 
Martin, Weaverham (dealer). 
It is seen alongside Bedford 
SB5/Duple Bella Vega AAW 
326B, new to Whittle, Highley 
in 1964. 





Another coach new to Red & White, this time as its UCI259 
(UWO 712, was converted to a saloon in 1972. Remaining in 
service with Red & White as DS1259 until 1976, latterly as UD1259, 
it was withdrawn and sold to Cowley (dealer) at that time. 


New in I960 Western National (Royal Blue) 2245 (624 DDV) 
was an MW6G. It was converted to a saloon during October 
1973 and repainted in local coach livery. It was scrapped in 
1983. 
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This view at Victoria demonstrates 
the original and later designs of the 
ECW coach body as fitted to the 
Bristol LS. On the right we see 1952 
LS6G South Midland 81 (SFC 567) 
in the later and more familiar form, 
whilst on the left is former Thames 
Valley 692 (HMO 838), a 1954 LS6B 
with curved quarterlights as originally 
fitted This coach was transferred to 
South Midland in 1958, returning in 
1964 prior to being converted to dual- 
purpose. Finally withdrawn in 1970, this 
coach saw further service with Bee Line 
Coaches of Brentwood. In 1965, No 81 
was also transferred to Thames Valley. 
Withdrawn in 1966, it passed to Arbroath 
operator Alexander (Greyhound). 


Southern Vectis acquired a pair of MW6G 
coaches in 1958 for use on heavier, longer 
distance work, lightweight Bedfords being 
more suitable for touring on its native 
Isle of Wight. Seen here at Newport bus 
station in its 1973 is No 314 (PDL 514). 
Following a change of Fleet No to 119 
in 1970, PDL 514 left Southern Vectis 
in 1975, briefly joining the fleet of A. B. 
Smith of Newport loW, before being 
sold via a dealer to Helen, Plymouth, 
eventually becoming a mobile home. 

New to Tilling Transport in 1961, MW6G 
2 BXB was a 34-seat tourer. Seen here 
following the complete takeover of the 
administration of the London-based 
Tillings Transport by Eastern National, 
occurring in 1966, when it was allocated 
fleet No T3I9 and upseated to 39. In 1970 
it was converted back into a 34-seater, 
losing its cream and black Tilling livery 
in favour of green and cream three years 
later. Redesignated as a dual-purpose 
vehicle, it left Eastern National in 1977, 
sold to Sykes, (dealer) and destined for 
scrap. 
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United BUE5I7 (517 LHN), 
a 1959 purpose-built dual- 
purpose MW6G rests 
alongside Bellhouse Hartwell¬ 
bodied Leyland Royal Tiger 
ECP 500. Repaints into 
Tyne-Tees-Thames green and 
cream and later cream and 
red livery and a couple of fleet 
No changes, it transferred 
to Middlesbrough before 
withdrawal in 1976. 

An earlier United coach, 

1958 34-seat LS6B BUC5 
(305 GHN) is seen in August 
1964, having been upseated to 
39 two years previously. Soon 
after this view, the coach was 
renumbered UC5 and then 
again in 1969 as 1005. 


Another former Tillings 
Transport coach, 1955 
LS6B PYO 757 is seen here 
when in service with West 
Yorkshire. Transferred from 
Tilling Transport in 1965 as 
T308, to Eastern National 
in 1964, it found its way to 
West Yorkshire the following 
year. Having been inverted 
to LS6G, it left WYRCC in 
Oct 1971, seeing further with 
service Thistle, Doncaster. 


June 2019 


37 
































SPRING GATHERING 



London Bus Museum Chairman Leon Daniels OBE formally launched the Museum’s latest restorations, both of which were displayed 
in the Paddock. RFI9 (LUC 219) is a 1951 Metro-Cammell-bodied AEC Regal IV, one of London Transport’s 25 27ft 6ins length private 
hire RFs. It was one of ten converted for Green Line coach duties in 1956 and was withdrawn in 1962. RFI9 was sold for further service 
the following year and was bought for preservation by the late Colin Curtis in 1980. It was restored to Green Line condition and 
later acquired by the London Bus Museum for continued preservation in 2012. Alongside is Canteen Unit 702B (JXC 2), one of ten 
introduced by LT in 1948 formed of a Bedford O tractor unit and a Spurlings-bodied Scammell trailer. JXC 2 was withdrawn in 1959 
and sold to Liverpool Corporation, from which it was acquired for preservation by the Cobham Bus Museum in 1974. DAVID JUKES 





























































The London Bus Museum’s Spring Gathering on 1 April 
commemorated 80 years since the first RT entered service 
and 40 years since the withdrawal of London Transport’s 
last RFs. Plenty of other LONDON and provincial types 
were on display too - the Brooklands finishing straight 
and paddock areas were filled with vehicles old and new. 
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COALVILLE 



Top: Brooklands Museum’s historic 
finishing straight is host to this fine line¬ 
up of six RTs nearest the camera, with an 
RTW and RTL at the far end. 

Above left: Recently restored ex-London 
Transport 1959 Routemaster RMI4 (VLT 
14) looks as good as new as it heads past 
the ranks of photographers lined up by 
the Museum entrance. 

Above right: Former Stagecoach South 
524 (J524 GCD), a 1992 Alexander Dash¬ 
bodied Dennis Dart, has been preserved 
by the Southdown Preservation Group 
since its 2017 acquisition from Emsworth 
& District, with which it was painted in 
a Southern Motorways-style maroon, 
cream and red livery. An exterior repaint 
and interior refurbishment are planned 
over the upcoming months. 

Left: Among the very few Leyland 
Nationals remaining in service is 
Overland Travel of West Sussex Tabitha 
(BYW 382V), a 10.3m length single-door 
coach-seated example which was new to 
London Transport in 1979 as its LS382 
with two doors and 36 bus seats. It was 
operated by Parfitt’s of Rhymney Bridge 
and Chase Coaches of Chasetown before 
arriving on the south coast in 2010. 

Bottom: London Transport set up a pilot 
study in 1984 to consider its future vehicle 
options. Small numbers of buses were 
acquired from several manufactures and 
included three Alexander RV-bodied 
Volvo Ailsa B55s, the first of which - VI 
(AlOl SUU) - has been preserved since 
2005. All: DAVID JUKES 
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Misty scenes at Deding 



This year’s South East Bus 
Festival took place at a misty 
and damp Kent Showground 
on 6 April. The weather may 
not have been great but there 
was plenty to enjoy with 154 
buses and coaches present, of 
which 19 were at Detling for 
the first time. 


Former London Transport BS4 
(GHV 504N), a 1975 24ft-length 
Eastern Coach Works (ECW)- 
bodied Bristol LHS, had been dry 
stored for almost 20 years since 
acquisition from E J Deeble & Sons 
of Liskeard for preservation. It 
has recently been mechanically 
overhauled by the South East 
Bus & Mini Centre of Staplehurst 
with bodywork restoration now 
underway. DAVID JUKES 


The always-popular free bus 
service around the showground 
was operated by a wide range of 
buses and coaches throughout the 
day including former Metrobus 
of Orpington C395 DML, a 1985 
ECW-bodied Leyland Olympian - 
the first of this combination sold to 
a private operator and the first new 
double-decker to enter service with 
an independent London operator 
since the 1930s. SIMON GILL 


Making its first public appearance after an extensive restoration was former Maidstone & District C0332 (TKM 322), a 1954 
Harrington Wayfarer Mk2-bodied AEC Reliance. It is the only survivor of 47-such vehicles in the M&D fleet and the second oldest 
surviving Reliance (chassis 243) - we anticipate featuring this fine coach in a future issue. Alongside is the oldest surviving AEC 
Reliance (chassis 188) - Seaford & District's 1954 Roe Dalesman-bodied TUG 20 which was new as a Roe demonstrator. DAVID JUKES 







































This page: Former London 
Transport RM795 (WLT 795), 
a 1961 Routemaster, was 
converted at LT’s Chiswick 
Works into a hospitality bus for 
Marley Extrusions of Lanham 
in 1987. It spent six years with 
A J & N M Carr of Pluckley 
before further conversion into 
‘The Nose Bus’ for the UK 
Semiochemistry Network in 
1999. It gained several smell- 
based exhibits for its tour of 
Kent-based schools before 
passing to The Wealdsman 
Preservation Group in 2001. 

Displayed with a prominent 
‘For Sale’ sign in its windscreen 
is Hams Travel NI76 WUP, 
the prototype tri-axle Dennis 
Trident with Alexander 
bodywork. It was originally 
registered M539 URX, then 
SUN I after acquisition by Sun 
Newspapers from Dennis in 
late-2005. Both: DAVID JUKES 

Two former Confidence 
Coaches of Leicester vehicles 
were seen together for the first 
time. Former Southdown 547 
(PUF 647), a 1956 Park Royal¬ 
bodied Guy Arab IV with unique 
sliding platform door is parked 
alongside former East Kent 273 
AUF, a 1963 Marshall-bodied 
Leyland Leopard PSU3/IR new 
to Southdown as its No 673. 
SIMON GILL 

Opposite page: 

These former East Kent double- 
deckers were all bodied by 
Park Royal. From left to right 
are AEC Regent Vs PFN 874 
of 1959, AFN 780B of 1964 and 
MFN 946F of 1967, plus Daimler 
Fleetline RFN 953G of 1969. 
ASHLEY & KIRSTY BLACKMAN 

Emerging from the afternoon’s 
fog while operating the free 
showground bus service are 
former East Kent PFN 874, 
a 1959 highbridge full-front 
Park Royal-bodied AEC 
Regent V, and ex-Maidstone & 
District DL39 (VKR 39), a 1956 
lowbridge half-cab Park Royal¬ 
bodied AEC Regent V. 

ASHLEY & KIRSTY BLACKMAN 

Examples of the Pointer 
2-bodied Dart are now being 
preserved; the Bromley Bus 
Preservation Group’s collection 
currently includes former 
Metrobus 253 (SN54 GPY), 
a 2004 Alexander Dennis 
Mini Pointer Dart, and ex- 
Stagecoach Selkent 34226 
(X226 WNO), 2000 Plaxton- 
bodied Dennis Super Pointer 
Dart. DAVID JUKES 
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The Ribble Vehicle Preservation Trust invites you to celebrate the 
centenary of Ribble Motor Services on May 26th 2019 at 

Morecambe Football Club. 


The day will be packed with activities including: 




Free Bus Services to and from Heysham, Carnforth & Happy Mount Park 

Book signing of New 'Ribble 100 Book' 

Short Films and Sound Archive footage 
Memorabilia Sales and Displays 
Open top Buses, Vehicle Displays 
Food and Beverages 
Souvenir Pictures 
And much much more. 


So come along and experience the sounds and smells of 100 years of 
public transport at Morecambe Football Club and on 
Morecambe Promenade. 


Did you know: 

Ribble Motor Services employed over 7500 Staff and ran over 1300 vehicles 
Stagecoach, Transdev and Arriva all now operate former Ribble services 
Once, nearly everyone knew someone who was 'on the buses' 

In 1956, at its height of operations, Ribble carried 216 , 648,878 passengers 
Today, Ribble is fondly remembered by many 
WE HOPE TO SEE YOU THERE 

Keep up to date at WWW.RVPT.CO.UK or Facebook.com/rvpt.events 
or contact rvpt.events@outlook.com 



Morecambe Football Club and Morecambe Town Council are proud to support the 
Ribble Vehicle Preservation Trust and the local community. 

The Ribble Vehicle Preservation Trust is a company limited by guarantee (no 3417427) 
and registered under the Charities Act 1960 (no 1074742) 



Morecambe 
Town Council 







BUSFLIX FILMS 


BUSFLIX 


BUSFLIX 



BUSFLIX 


BUSFLIX 


BUSFLIX 


BUSFLIX 179 

County Ourtiom 
AfH«20l9 



NEW RELEASES NOW IN STOCK: 


BUSFLIX SERIES MOST RECEISTT TITLES 

BF 179 County Durham 

£10.00 

BF 178 Devon 

£10.00 

BF 177 Northamptonshire 

£8.00 

BF 176 Sheffield 

£10.00 

BF 175 North Staffordshire 

£10.00 

BF 174 Gateshead 

£10.00 

BF 173 Newcastle upon Tyne 

£10.00 


OUR NEW RANGE BUSES AT WORK COVERING SPECIFIC VEHICLE TYPES, STARTING WTTH THE 
LEYLAND NA TIONAL. NEWTFTLES AR RIVING FREQUENTLY 
BUSFLIX 178 


SOUnutM ni 




LOOKING BACK AT BUSES MOST RECENT TITLES 

LB 117 Isle of Wight 1996-2005 

£10.00 

LB 116 Isle ofWightl996 

£10.00 

LB 115 Crawley Part2 2001/2 

£10.00 

LB 114 Crawley Parti 1996-2000 

£10.00 

LB 113 Hampshire 1996 - 2005 

£10.00 

LB 112 Portsmouth Navy Day 2003 Part 2 

£10.00 


8USFMX 


PUBLICATIONS 

TITLE Book Download 

Northern General Group 1950-1986 £9.75 £6.50 

Focusing on the Bristol VR £9.75 £6.50 

Newcastle buses in the 50’S & GO’S pt 1 £6.00 £3.50 
Newcastle buses in the 50’S & GO’S pt 2 £6.00 £3.50 
North East Municipals 50’s—80’s £9.00 £6.0C 



NEW SERIES-Buses at Work. 

BAW 1 Leyland Nationals Part 1 £10.00 

BAW 2 Leyland Nationals Part 2 £10.00 

BAW 3 Leyland Nationals Part 3 £10.00 

BAW 4 Leyland Nationals Part 4 £10.00 

BAW 5 Leyland Nationals Part 5 £10.00 

BAW 6 Bristol VR's Part 1 £10.00 

BAW 7 Bristol VR's Part2 £10.00 

BAW 8 Routemasters £10.00 


WWW.BUSFLIXFILMS.COM 

Order by telephone with creditor debit card, (Monday—Friday evenings 1900—2100) 01709 769507 or by mail. Please make cheques payable to 
D. Robinson. 14 StPhilips Close, Maltby, Rotherham 566 8NJ S.A.E. FOR LIST P&P one film or book £2.70, Two films or books £3.25, Three or more £4.50 
(Newcastle books £1.75 for 1 or £2.70 for both). Follow us on Facebook. See our stall at selected bus rallies all overthe UK 


Preserved Bus and Coach Insurance 


Do you want to insure your preserved vehicle with just any insurer? 

or 

Do you want to insure with ZENITH MARQUE one of the most trusted and 
respected preserved vehicle insurers in the market? 


In an EXCLUSIVE partnership 
with Zenith Marque Insurance, 
Rigton Insurance Services 
Ltd, Chartered Insurance 
Brokers, are now offering a 
number of schemes for all 
preserved, classic and vintage 
vehicle owners. 



An enthusiast? An operator? 

Then you don’t want to insure with anybody eise 



ZENiTH 

MARQUE 


You can expect cover for 
•Preserved buses, coaches, single and double 
deckers, commercial vehicles, vans, trucks, military 
vehicles, fire engines, ambulances and many more 
•Preserved vehicles of all ages 
•Hire and reward, contract work, private hire, 
wedding hire, stage work and rallies 
•Social, domestic and pleasure use 
•Free bus services 
•Drivers from 25 to 75 years of age 

We offer you 

•A wealth of Underwriting expertise 
•GENUINE enthusiasm for the vehicle industry 
•Personal and professional service 


BREAKDOWN COVER AVAILABLE 


www.rigtoninsurance.co.uk 


Tel: 01943 662345 


Rigton Insurance Services Limited and Zenith Marque Insurance Services Limited are authorised and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority 


Fax: 01943 875529 
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H389 KPY, the only 
remaining Class 6 PCV- 
licenced CVE Omni, is owned 
and operated by Empress 
Coaches of Hastings. 
DAVID JUKES reports. 



The City Vehicle Engineering (CVE) 

Omni minibus may not be everyone’s cup 
of tea but a single example remains in 
service with Empress Coaches, some 29 
years since its purchase new. The type’s 
low floor and ease of access has ensured 
H389 KPY’s survival on local school 
contracts - pupils from one of the town’s 
primary schools nicknaming it The Eunky 
Bus’. 

Empress Coaches’ proprietor Stephen 
Dine likes it too, regularly driving it for 
all but its first six months: The Omni 
was always deemed a failure but ours has 
always been very useful, which is why it 
has remained so long. 

Tt has seen off three different vehicle 
types that should have replaced it but 
were found not to be up to the job,’ 
he continues. Tt is being kept out of 
sentiment but is so different to anything 
else that it now attracts attention for its 
unconventional looks.’ 

THE EMPRESS OMNIS 

The then Empress Coaches proprietor 
Tony Patten was approached by East 
Sussex County Council (ESCC) in 1990 
to provide wheelchair-accessible transport 
for the Glyne Gap special school. Low 
floor access was the principal requirement 
with the CVE Omni considered the best 
vehicle choice - it offered 21 seats or six 
seats plus six wheelchair spaces, with rear 
door access by means of a shallow pull-out 
ramp and lowered rear air suspension. 

Two Omnis were ordered from CVE 
in July 1990 at £30,000 each, both being 
powered by the Perkins Phaser 3litre 
diesel engine. Nos 36/37 (H389/390 KPY) 
were first registered on 6 and 1 September 
1990 respectively, and soon proved very 
popular on schools and private hire duties. 

Both were later used on new Mobility- 
Link services operating in Hastings and 
Bexhill to serve the Conquest Hospital 
from March 1995 on behalf of ESCC. 

This regular work, and the need for 
frequent hub maintenance, saw a third 
Omni join the Empress fleet in July 
1995 as its No 44 - former Kent County 
Council (KCC) J996 MKM of 1991 
vintage and Omni Bus Company (OBC) 
manufacture. KCC, with one of the largest 

The CVE Omni’s angular lines contrast 
with the ocean liner-shaped curves of 
Marine Court, the 1937 Grade ll-listed 
Art Deco block of flats on St Leonards- 
on-Sea seafront. DAVID JUKES 
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Omni fleets, sought to re-engineer the 
type to overcome some of its weaknesses, 
fitting six-speed Quaiffe gearboxes in 
place of the ZF four-speed originals - 
MKM being so-treated. 

All but a single Tuesdays-only Mobility- 
Link service finished in October 1996 
with the transfer of the core B exhill to 
Hastings section to Renown Coaches - the 
survivor eventually ceasing in June 1998. 

A further ESCC-funded service between 
the Conquest Hospital and Hastings town 
centre began in September 1998, with the 
Empress contribution lasting until August 
2004 - the company’s final service bus 
operation to date. 

Two more Omnis were acquired in 
2003; No 61 (K297 UKR), an OBC 
product new to KCC in 1993 which was 
acquired from dealer Houston Ramm, and 
CVE-built G685 VYN of 1990 vintage 
from dealer R S Dosanjh for spares. No 61 
was the first active Empress Omni to be 
sold, passing to ETS Private Ambulance of 
Swanley in February 2004 - No 44 would 

Top left: The two Empress Omnis became 
three to operate the Mobility-Link 
bus services. H389 KPY, wearing its 
original livery, is seen at Sainsbury’s in St 
Leonards-on-Sea in June 1995 in the close 
company of a Stagecoach South Coast 
Buses Leyland National. STEPHEN DINE 

Top right: The re-registered K297 UKR 
is seen in the reintroduced maroon and 
ivory livery opposite the St Margaret’s 
Road depot with the company’s then web 
address on its sides - the new craze for 
the WWW was underway! STEPHEN DINE 

Centre: H389 KPY wears the current 
Empress Contract Hire overall-cream 
livery and is seen on Hastings’ West Hill 
with the town’s East Hill beyond. The UK’s 
typical April weather is readily apparent! 

Bottom, clockwise from upper left: The cab 

provides excellent visibility for the driver 
and courier. Its engine is located beneath 
the brown cover while the batteries 
and other auxiliaries are accessible 
on removing the floor panel located 
between the nearside seat and gearstick. 

The seats were reupholstered around a 
decade ago in this smart maroon-based 
moquette to replace shades of brown. 
Original dark-brown moquette remains 
on the walls and ceiling. Floor tracking 
allows swift removal of seating and 
installation of wheelchair anchors. 

The Omni’s large glazing units are 
evident in this forward view and assist its 
popularity with passengers old and young 
alike. Note the step up to the raised 
cab area, beneath which are the engine, 
auxiliaries and fuel tank. All: DAVID JUKES 



follow that July. No 37 (H390 KPY) was 
sold in December 2005 to a private buyer, 
leaving sister No 36 (H389 KPY) to fly the 
Omni flag in Hastings. 

OPERATIONAL EXPERIENCE 

We have previously mentioned the Omnis’ 
need for frequent wheel hub maintenance 
to keep the type roadworthy and KCC’s 
gearbox issues, but how reliable has H389 
KPY proven during its long service? 

T am very pleased Tony Patten 
specified the Perkins Phaser engine,’ 
insists Stephen. Tt is an excellent motor 
with very good fuel economy and low 
emissions - a great shame it wasn’t used in 


more passenger vehicle applications. We 
replaced the water pump around 15 years 
ago, otherwise it has always just received 
routine maintenance - we have never had 
the injectors out, for example. 

The Omni does have some weaknesses 
but none that a good maintenance regime 
cannot deal with,’ he continues. ‘My 
experience suggests the Omni is not as 
bad as the type’s reputation would have us 
believe. 

The wheel hubs are a weak point if 
kerbs are constantly clipped and wheel 
bearings are not regularly checked. Our 
Omni still has its original ZF gearbox, 
but the extra power of the Perkins engine 
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compared to the Land Rover diesel means 
we are probably on the gearbox’s limit. 

‘Essentially the Omni needed more 
development and funding,’ considers 
Stephen. ‘CVE probably tried to run 
before it could walk and should have 
perhaps focused more on its original 
product - the later six-wheel variant was an 
excellent idea but also a distraction as the 
hub and gearbox issues were never solved.’ 


Empress Coaches’ passengers are also 
most appreciative of the Omni’s low-floor 
layout. The benefits of a front engine and 
front-wheel-drive were boosted by the 
fixing of auxiliaries and fuel tank at the 
front end, leaving a largely uncluttered 
level saloon floor - the only intrusions are 
the rear wheelarches, above which are fixed 
four back-to-back single seats. The Omni’s 
other fixed seats are the driver’s and a 


single courier seat in the cab area - both 
offer excellent all-round visibility thanks to 
a deep windscreen and side windows. 

The low saloon floor ensures passengers 
step on to the vehicle rather than step 
up, and its twin rear doors and pull-out 
ramp significantly ease wheelchair access. 
Schoolchildren also enjoy the rear lounge- 
type area as its seating layout provides 
better opportunities for group discussion. 


THE ONMI 


The Omni is a 6.6m length front- 
engined, front-wheel-drive low- 
floor integral minibus designed 
by Austrian company Steyr. It 
features a glass-reinforced plastic- 
clad welded box section steel 
frame and I6ins wheels to give a 
300mm floor height. 

It was initially built by City 
Vehicle Engineering (CVE) from 
1988 at a new £4million factory 
in Shildon, County Durham, after 
it acquired the design rights from 
Steyr. The Omni was intended 
for passenger service and welfare 
use with distinct features for each 
market, although a degree of 
overlap existed. 

The passenger version carried 
a maximum 23 seats and a roof- 
mounted destination box, while 


the welfare model was provided 
with wheelchair spaces, twin 
doors in the rear wall and a 
retractable ramp. 

CVE called in the receivers in 
late-1990, shortly after a concept 
three-axle 7.7m length design 
was launched. The Omni Bus 
Company (OBC) acquired the 
CVE assets in April 1991 with full- 
scale production restarting that 
summer after a six-month break. 

A further restructuring in 
early-1993 saw OBC become 
OCC - the Omni Coach Company 
- and the first production three- 
axle Omnis built, initially for 
welfare duties. Series production 
ceased in 1996 owing to declining 
sales, with just six more built in 
1998 as part of what turned out 


to be the last attempt to re-enter 
the passenger service market. 

The Omni’s mechanical 
specification changed during its 
construction life. The 2.5litre 
Land Rover diesel engine coupled 
to a ZF four-speed manual 
gearbox was the initial standard 
before the former was replaced 
by the 3litre Perkins Phaser from 
August 1989 - the Land Rover unit 
proving too fragile for service bus 
work but remained an option for 
welfare usage. A further change 
in 1994 saw a 3.5litre Mazda 
diesel coupled to a ZF automatic 
gearbox, although manual 
transmission again remained an 
option. 

Omni production totalled 405 
units (plus six incomplete CVE 


engineering and test prototypes), 
of which 292 were built by CVE 
(including prototype mobile home, 
ambulance and van versions), 24 
by OBC and 89 by OCC (including 
two dental surgeries and a mobile 
library). Examples were exported 
to the Irish Republic (three CVE 
and five OCC), New Zealand (one 
OCC) and Japan (one CVE). 

Significant bus operators of 
the type included London Buses 
with l989-builtCVI-4(F265- 
268 WDC), Dublin Bus with 
l994-builtVVI-5 (94D2900I- 
29005), Whippet of Fenstanton 
with 1995-builttri-axles Ml50 
EAV and M589 SDC, and 
Strathclyde PTE with tri-axle 
battery-electrics EVI-3 (R967 
JGA, R570/57I JGG) of 1998. 







































EMPRESS COACHES 


Empress of Hastings was 
founded by Harry Philips 
on 31 August 1929 with the 
registration of a new 20-seat 
Dennis motor coach. A local 
licence was held until a Road 
Service Licence was granted 
on 26 June 1931 to operate 
excursions and tours, initially 
between April and October. 

A small garage was built 
in Githa Road, Hastings, in 
1930 which was enlarged in 
1961 and remained in use 
until 1991. A second coach - 
a 1937 Bedford WTB - was 
acquired in 1939, with other 
Bedfords following in the 
post-war years. 

Harry Philips passed 
away in June 1970 and was 


succeeded by his son Harry 
Edwin Philips who sold the 
operation to Tony Patten 
on I July 1971. The fleet 
grew during the 1970s with 
Tony acquiring the former 
Pandora Coaches depot 
in St Margaret’s Road, St 
Leonards-on-Sea, as a new 
main operating base in 1978. 

The original maroon and 
ivory livery was replaced by 
white with red and orange 
relief in 1980 on a fleet 
of mini, midi and full-size 
coaches. 

Githa Road was 
vacated in 1991 owing to 
access difficulties and St 
Margaret’s Road being more 
conveniently located. Tony 


Patten retired and sold 
Empress Coaches to Jan 
Auer, owner of Blackbridge 
Ltd, on 5 January 1997. 
Blackbridge Ltd was renamed 
Empress Coaches Ltd with a 
combined 11-strong fleet. 

Stephen Dine was 
appointed Transport 
Manager in March 1988 and 
reintroduced the maroon and 
ivory livery before acquiring 
the company in December 
1999. Subsequent fleet 
restructuring saw the last 
full-size vehicle leave the fleet 
in 2004 and the final midi¬ 
coaches three years later. 
Operations have since used 
mini-coaches - and three 
vintage Bedford J2s. 


Opposite page, top left: Even St Leonards- 
on-Sea’s tulips are colour-co-ordinated 
with the Omni’s livery! The low floor 
and consequent ease of access ensures 
H389 KPY’s popularity - note the relative 
heights of kerb and entrance step. 

Top right: The Hastings area features 
several steep gradients, including this one 
upon which H389 KPY is posed to show 
off its rear doors. The tough operating 
territory around the town ensured 
Maidstone & District hosted National 
Bus Company vehicle trials here and at 
similarly hilly Chatham in past decades. 

Bottom: The Omni features a heavily-raked 
flat-glass windscreen with a single large 
wiper, the former ensuring the type’s 
immediate recognition. A rear offside 
emergency door is fitted in addition to the 
twin outward-opening rear doors. 

This page, bottom: Empress Coaches has 
been a family-run concern for its 90 
years’ existence. At the St Margaret’s 
Road depot are Stephen Dine (left) with 
son Joshua and daughter Bethany, both 
of whom - as may be detected from 
their attire - are actively involved in 
the company’s running. With the Omni 
are: 101 (GAZ 1066), a standard 16-seat 
Renault Master; 99 (PVV 888J), a 1970 
Plaxton Embassy-bodied Bedford J2 (one 
of three owned to which we will return 
in a future issue); and 104 (POI8 BKE), a 
22-seat Unvi Vega-bodied Mercedes Benz 
Sprinter. All: DAVID JUKES 

THE OMNI’S FUTURE 

This Omni is still a working vehicle and 
has always been very useful, which is 
why it has stayed here so long,’ considers 
Stephen. ‘We have still not found an ideal 
replacement as it fits really well in being 
bigger than a minibus but smaller than a 
midibus. 

‘We expected the Optare Alero to be 
the next best thing but, although a lovely 


and advanced design, they were terrible 
to run,’ he adds. ‘They suffered from poor 
traction on the town’s many hills and 
their wheelbase was too long for many 
junctions. We have since owned many 
Ford Transit and Mercedes Benz-based 
mini coaches that are very good to run 
but lack the Omni’s versatility.’ 

Alas, all good things must come 
to an end as Stephen Dine actively 
seeks a secure preservation home 
for H389 KPY, perhaps in the 
north-east close to its Shildon 
birthplace. ‘It has been offered 
over the years, but I don’t want 
it to become a retro bar, burger 
van or mobile home, especially 
as it is the last example in PCV 
service. 

‘It will be a shame for it not 
to be preserved,’ he concludes. 

‘There must be a place for the 


Omni somewhere given its rarity.’ 

Those with a genuine interest in 
preserving H389 KPY are asked to 
contact Stephen Dine at Empress Coaches 
(tel: 01424 430621 or e-mail: info® 
empresscoaches.com). 

Our thanks to Stephen Dine for his kind 
assistance and hospitality. 



Above: There is a second Omni at St Margaret’s 
Road in the shape of this miniature made for a 
young Joshua by his grandfather and populated by 
a similarly-scaled capacity load. DAVID JUKES 
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Pictures: NIGEL APPLEFORD 



Before the PTEs — 

Greater Glasgow Passenger Transport 
Executive (GGPTE) was established 
in 1973 to co-ordinate public transport 
within the newly formed Strathclyde 
Region. It had two unique features: it was 
the only Passenger Transport Executive 
in Scotland and the only one to inherit a 
single bus operator. 

Winding the clock back, Glasgow 
Corporation Transport had operated buses, 


Glasgow/Strathclyde 

trams and trolleybuses in Glasgow for many 
years. Horse-drawn trams commenced in 
1872 with electrification arriving on 13 
October 1898. The tram system became 
quite extensive and closed in stages from 
1956 until it became the last to operate 
in the UK when it finally closed on 4 
September 1962; it was estimated 250,000 
people watched the final procession of some 
20 trams through the city. 


Trolleybuses were operated between 
1949 and 1967 covering just eight routes, 
101-8, this was a late entry into trolleybus 
operation and a very late closure too. 
Services were gradually replaced by 150 
Atlanteans from 1965, the last trolleys 
running on 27 May 1967. 

Motorbuses actually started as far 
back as December 1924, the Glasgow 
Corporation Transport Department being 
established in 1929. The 1930 Glasgow 
Corporation Act gave a monopoly of bus 
operations within the City but as the 
city spread out this wasn’t re-negotiated 
allowing other operators to serve the 
suburbs and new housing estates. 

Glasgow Corporation tried wherever 
possible to support local industries and 
Albion chassis built at Scotstoun were 
purchased alongside Daimler and AEC 
although all-Leyland Titan TDls entered 
the fleet from 1929. Bodies were sourced 
from local firms such as Brockhouse of 
Clydebank, Croft of Gallowgate, Scottish 

Above: Glasgow Corporation took a single 
RT on Regent 0661 chassis, delivered 
in early 1940 and with a Weymann 
body that had little similarity to the 
London RT. It was given fleetnumber 
723 and registered DGB 371. This EFE 
model, released in May 1999 was a 
Code 2 commissioned by Vectis Models 
and doesn’t carry fleet or registration 
numbers. 


FLEETLIST 

OXFORD DIECAST 1:148 2mm Scale 





NQI004 

BUT 964IT/Metro-Cammell 

TB9 (FYS 709) 

Apr 2011 



MATCHBOX (LESNEY) MODELS OF YESTERYEAR SERIES (Approx. 

1:76 4mm Scale) 

YET02 

All-Leyland TDI 

71 (GE2406) 

1996 



EXCLUSIVE FIRST EDITIONS (EFE) 1:76 4mm Scale 




101009 

AEC RT 

* 

May 1990 

1,370 

Code 2 Vectis Models 

23709 

Daimler Fleetline/Alexander 

D268 (SGD 730) 

Jul 2009 



2380 

Leyland Atlantean/Alexander 

LA65 (SGD 643) 

1997 



27204 

All-Leyland TDI 

III (GE2446) 

Aug 2000 



CORGI ORIGINAL OMNIBUS COMPANY 1 

:76 4mm Scale 




OM4I4I7A 

Daimler CVG6/ Alexander 

D266 (SGD 249) 

May 2016 

Both- 

Dest: 45 Rouken Glen 

OM4I4I7B 

Daimler CVG6/ Alexander 

D266 (SGD 249) 

May 2016 

1,000 

Dest: 48A Priesthill 

OM4I602A 

All-Crossley DD42/3T 

Cl (EGA 75) 

Mar 2009 

Both- 

Dest: l2Abbotsnich 

OM4I602B 

All-Crossley DD42/3T 

Cl (EGA 75) 

Mar 2009 

1,700 

Dest: 12 Kilbarchan 

43703 

BUT 964IT/Metro-Cammell 

TB4 (FYS 704) 

Oct 1998 

Both- 

Orange/green/cream livery 

43707 

BUT 964IT/Metro-Cammell 

TB4 (FYS 704) 

Jun 1999 

5,700 

Yellow/green livery 

43709 

BUT 964IT/Metro-Cammell 

TB4 (FYS 704) 

Jul 1999 

1,000 

Code 2 with Beatties ads 

OM43706 

BUT 964IT/Metro-Cammell 

TB4 (FYS 704) 

May 2004 

2,000 

Green/cream livery 

43908 

Daimler CWA6/Northern Counties 

116 (DGG 917) 

Oct 1999 

4,000 

Utility 

CORGI 1:64 Scale: 





C599/4 

AEC Regent Ill/Northern Counties 

BI22 (FYS 222) 

1988 

6,200 


CORGI 1:50 6mm Scale: 





97336 

Daimler CWA6 

116 (DGG 917) 

1995 

5,000 

Utility 

* Registration number not carried 
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Corgi released this 1:64 scale model 
of an *AEC Regent NT based on its 
Routemaster but with a new front and 
wheels in 1988. Although it carries 
fleetnumber *BI22’ and registration 
number FYS 222 I think it should be AI22 
as B was an Albion? Not perhaps one for 
the serious collector! 

The only release (as far as I know) in 
2mm scale is this rather attractive 
QI-type trolleybus from Oxford Diecast 
in green/orange/cream livery. Glasgow 
Corporation took delivery of 34 of these 
in 1949-50 (BUT 964IT chassis with 
Metro Cammell bodies), TBI-34 (FYS 
701-34) this model is of TB9 (FYS 709) 
and was released in April 2011. 

In 4mm scale, OOC released a model 
of the Ql trolleybus. There have been 
four releases so far in Glasgow liveries, 
this is the first and carries the orange, 
green and cream livery on route 102 
to Hampden Garage. All releases have 
featured TB4 (FYS 704) which reportedly 
was the last of the three-axle trolleys 
to operate in Glasgow. This particular 
model was released in October 1998. 

The latest Ql release, again of TB4, was 
in the green & cream livery and this time 
on route 101 to Rutherglen (Glasgow’s 
trolleybus routes were numbered 101- 
108). Compared to the earlier model, 
this May 2004 release has gained etched 
windscreen wipers and plastic mirrors. 



Aviation of Prestwick and Northern 
Coachbuilders among others, the first 
Alexander bodies, which later became 
numerous, didn’t appear until World War 
2. The Corporation also built bodies itself 
at Coplawhill and Larkfield car works, 
some utilising Alexander frames. Small 
numbers of single-deckers were purchased, 
apart from the single-deck trolleybuses 
which tended to be stock designs. 

Various liveries appeared on both trolley 
and motorbuses over the years with green, 
yellow, white and orange featuring. The 
first Greater Glasgow PTE livery followed 
from Glasgow’s green/white/yellow 
scheme. From 1975 the PTE became 
Strathclyde PTE with the orange livery 
with Strathclyde’s Transport fieetnames 
adopted from 1983. At deregulation in 
1986 the identity ‘Strathclyde’s Buses’ 
was born. A management buyout of 
Strathclyde’s Buses occurred in 1993 
while later on SB Holdings (as it was then 
known) would be purchased by First 
Group in 1996. 

Models as one might expect are based 
around already available castings (some 
with a little ‘licence’. The Utility models 
tend to be quite generic but look ‘right’. 




June 2019 


51 














































Despite favouring Daimler, Albion and AEC chassis, Glasgow Corporation purchased a number of Leyland TDIs in 1929-31. These 
had Leyland bodies. This excellent EFE model is of the now preserved 111 (GE 2446) and was released in August 2000. 



Glasgow Corporation was allocated utility double deckers and 
in 1943 received 69 Daimler CWA6 models with AEC 7.7-litre 
engines and pre-selector gearboxes. The subject of this model, 
116 (DGG 917) was one of three (114-6) with Northern Counties 
bodies. It was delicensed in 1952 and re-bodied by East Lancs in 
1954, serving until 1962. This livery is the I950s-period style. 



Another model, also of Daimler CWA6/Northern Counties 
116 (DGG 917), had previously been released in the Corgi 1:50 
range during 1995. The two models are even on the same route. 
This larger model was supplied with mirrors (to be fitted by the 
purchaser), a pack of unpainted figures and a bus stop together 
with a replica wartime timetable. 



Another OOC model 
was of Crossley DD42/3T 
Cl (EGA 75). This was a 
one-off delivered in 1947 
with Brockhouse Turbo¬ 
transmitter; but was later 
fitted with a conventional 
clutch/gearbox and lasted 
until 1957. The model, which 
was released in March 2009, 
was available with alternative 
destinations for route 12: 
Abbotsnich or Kilbarchan. 
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Like many operators Glasgow had its own 
designs unique to themselves. Fortunately 
there is an Alexander-bodied Atlantean/ 
Fleetline in the EFE range although this 
only covers the earlier deliveries. The 
mainstay of the 1960s into the 1970s, 
the Alexander bodied Leyland Titan and 
AEG Regent (rear- and front-entrance) 
has so far only been produced in small 
numbers as a resin kit as have some of the 
local’ products; presumably their limited 
geographical area (Glasgow/Edinburgh) 
doesn’t make them a viable proposition for 
die-cast manufacturers. In PTE days more 
‘standard’ buses were purchased although 
again there hasn’t been that many released 
so far. 


Glasgow Corporation D266 (SGD 249) 
actually carried an Alexander body but 
it must be said that the Glasgow livery 
actually sits quite well on this model 
which has a Roe body. The OOC model 
offered destinations of Rouken Glen and, 
as seen here, Priesthill and was released 
in May 2016. 

Glasgow Corporation took delivery 
of a single Daimler Fleetline CRG6 
rear-engined double-decker in 1963, 
presumably to compare the Fleetline 
with the Atlantean. This bus was D268 
(SGD 730) with Gardner engine and 
Alexander 78-seat body. The EFE model 
was released in July 2009. 




In 1962 Glasgow Corporation took delivery of a batch of 150 Leyland PDRI/I Mkll Atlanteans (LA2-I5I) also with Alexander 
78-seat bodies. These had the Leyland 0.600 semi-Power Plus engine and semi-automatic transmission under a new three-piece 
bonnet (the originals being single-piece). They were badged as Albion Atlanteans rather than Leylands. The models, although very 
similar do have different engine bonnets, this model of LA65 (SGD 643) was released in October 1997. 
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Time travel can be confusing, a great way of explaining the joys of bus restoration 
to the public and definitely time to call a taxi. NICK LARKIN reports. 

NOW AND THEN 


As you’ll have seen elsewhere 
in this month’s B&CP and in a 
million social media postings, 
the RT40 event at Barking was 
truly spectacular, and what an 
incredible achievement by the 
organisers who deserve our 
most grateful thanks. 

Fifty RT class buses including 
Leyland examples, 20 from the 
collection of Roger Wright and 
some not seen for years. Baring 
garage was once again awash 
with the type and a cavalcade of 
35 buses with a police escort to 
Barking town centre and back. 

I hope the two major 
pictures on this page, courtesy 
of DAVID JONES, give some 
idea of what the event was 
like. 


Actually no they don’t. 

These images are actually from 
the original RT farewell on 7 
April 1979, commemorating 
the end of the type in normal 
London service after 40 years. 

To some of us everything 
in our main pictures seems so 
familiar, and yet it’s FORTY 
years ago, half a lifetime. 

Obviously I couldn’t attend 
the 1979 event as one-year-olds 
were not allowed to travel alone 
on London Transport buses, but 
I have heard many reports. 

David, now a 

communications officer with 
Stagecoach London, had been 
with London Transport for four 
years working at Dollis Hill, and 
was already involved with RF 
preservation. 


He recalls charging around 
at the finale in a friend’s dark 
green K-registered Vauxhall 
VX4/90 which gave a good turn 
of speed. 

Having ascertained that 
RT624 would be the official last 
bus into the depot David and 
his friends followed that. 

He recalls that it was nigh on 
impossible to get on a service 
bus as they were too full and 
pre-booked seats on the 
cavalcade buses were £7.50 
each, a lot of money in 1979. 

A footbridge had been 
located as a good spot to 
photograph the parade of final 
buses. David and co managed 


to get back to Barking in time 
to watch RT624 enter into the 
garage, on an exciting but sad 
day. 

Look closely at the photos 
and you’ll see many small 
differences that together make 
a big difference. 

Firstly, not a single mobile 
phone is being brandished, and 
not one hi-vis jacket is to be 
seen. 

The road has no speed 
cameras, and the police officers 
look more Dixon of Dock 
Green than riot squad. 

Additionally, David was able 
to walk straight onto the upper 
walkway of a block 
of flats to take his 
picture. Nowadays 
there’s lots of 
security. 

Main picture: They 
thought it was all 
over. RT624 enters 
Barking garage in 

1979. DAVID JONES 




































Around a third of the 
9,000 preserved buses listed 
today hadn’t been built yet. 
London’s docklands had not 
one mega-priced apartment 
and Jim Callaghan’s Labour 
Government was still in power. 

What would those bus loving 
souls of 1979 have thought 
had they known an RT event 
would be held at Barking 40 
years later with RTI and RT624 
reappearing, or that RTs would 
run in passenger service again 
in London during recent tube 
strikes? 















Top: A Ford Cortina, Morris Marina and other 
cars of the 1970s wait patiently while their 
owners photograph RTs. DAVID JONES 

Above: Same scene in 2019 with speed cameras. 

NICK LARKIN 


Right: David Jones in the late 1970s and today. 

Courtesy DAVID JONES 


LStgATtfius^wnmi 














K^iSEH 





- 

/UK 


























Of the many great sights 
at RT40, surely the most 
bizarre was the image of Steve 
Downing’s under restoration 
RT33I6 without outer panels 
but with fully uniformed 
conductor. 

Steve and the RT were then 
at the London Bus Museum’s 
Spring Gathering where he 
rightly received major praise. 

Rather than banning people 
from going near the unfinished 
bus he positively invited visitors 
on board to view displays 
of old, refurbished and new 
sections from the bus. He also 
patiently answered questions 
about the restoration. 

As Steve said: ‘I think people 
might like to see what’s going 
into a restoration like this 
and hopefully it might even 
encourage someone to get 
involved themselves.’ 

Steve has owned the RT for 
about five years and the major 
restoration is continuing. 


Sorry no seats on the top 
deck! 


Steve Downing explaining the 
RT restoration project with an 
exhibition on the bus. 


Part of the exhibition 

























TAXI! 

A near-complete collection of this 
magazine in binders on offer in the sales 
area at the London Bus Museum reception 
during the Spring Gathering in exchange 
for a donation. A highly useful purchase I 
thought. 

One problem. I hadn’t travelled to the 
event by car but in Delaine Buses luxury 
(thanks so much Kev!) which meant 
that although there was no problem 
getting my new purchases home, how 
would I transport the binders, which are 
surprisingly heavy. Try carrying four of 
them any significant distance! 

Ah the answer. Hail a taxi. No 
ordinary cab but the museum’s own 1955 
Beardmore, which became part of the 
collection last year after being donated by 
owner Guy Marriott, and is used on site 
to transport visitors on open days. Some 
650 cabs were built by Beardmore with 
aluminium bodywork. Thanks driver! 




BUS VS MINI 

Reader Henry Lucken asks if 
anyone else has a copy of this 
45rpm single from the 1960s, 
which would appear to be an 
early protest song in favour of 
the fuel saving qualities of the 
bus over fuel eating cars. 

Well it would have possibly 
appeared so had the recording 
not been published on EMI’s 
budget Music for Pleasure 
label, and had a picture on the 
back you were encouraged to 
colour in! 



STUBBING OUT 

Wow, time goes on, and it’s obviously 30 
years since Stroud Valley buses, the former 
Cheltenham & Gloucester subsidiary 
banned tobacco fumes from its buses. 

This picture was take during a great day 
spent with the Stroud RE Group for a B&CP 
feature longer ago than we’d like to think! I 
can remember that there were virtually no 
shops open in the Gloucestershire town on 
a Sunday so we could enjoy a preserved bus 
takeover of central Stroud. 

Younger readers must find it unbelievable 
that even when this magazine 
started there was still the 
opportunity to ride on a 
bus containing nicotine and 
condensation laden fog, which 
turned bus ceilings brown and 
misted up windows. 

Smoking was mainly 
allowed upstairs by then, 
or towards the rear of the 
vehicle on single-deckers. 

Progress ain’t all bad. 
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All titles £16 each 


A full list of over 300 titles can be found on our website, 
or just give us a call on the telephone number below. 



Cheques and postal orders only please, made payable to: 

D P Strange, 20 Hainault Drive, Verwood, Dorset BH31 6LE, UK 

Sorry we cannot accept credit cards - please call us if you have a query. 

Our prices include postage & packing within the UK. 

For non-UK orders please add £2.00 to each title for Airmail delivery. 




01202 821423 








































BUSMART 


INDE 


Buses and coaches for sale II 

Bus and coach parts for sale II 

Bus and coach parts wanted II 

Restoration services IV 

Information wanted IV 

Books, magazines and DVDs for sale IV 

Photographs for sale V 

Photographs wanted V 

Miscellaneous artefacts for sale V 

Models wanted VI 

Soceties VI 

Events VI 

Museums XI 


Other Categories (not listed this month) 

Accommodation 
Announcements 
Assistance available 
Assistance/information wanted 
Books, magazines and DVDs wanted 
Buses and coaches for hire 
Buses and coaches wanted 
Business for sale 
Groups 

Heritage bus services/tours 
Miscellaneous artefacts wanted 
Models for sale 
Obituary 

Presbus bookshop 
Property for sale 
Reunions 
Services 

Shared ownership 
Situation vacant 
Sponsorship wanted 
Storage/workshop facilities 
Storage wanted 



UEHICLE:: 1975 Bristol RE, GEF I9IN. 

DETRILS:; New to Hartlepool Transport in 1975 with dual-purpose bodywork and converted to 
single-door coach spec in 1991. Capable of 70mph! Latterly with Northern Bus, Fleet 
reshuffle means possible sale of this unique vehicle , which is currently undergoing 
MoT work. Would only consider good offer STRICTLY for preservation. 

COliT RCT:: 01733 347776 or 07950 643065 


HDUERTISIHG RhTES 



Genuine private readers’ lineage adverts are FREE and may include one 
FREE image. 

All advertisements will appear in the next available issue. 

DON’T DELAY, CONTACT US TODAY! 

Write or e-mail your requirements to Presbus Publishing, 12 Redland Close, 
Alderman’s Green Industrial Estate, Coventry, West Midlands CV2 2NP. 

All correspondence should be marked as ADVERTISING’. 

Please note we do not accept private adverts over the phone. 

e-mail: presbusps2@btinternet.com 


TF:RDE FIDUERTISING 

Trade adverts are also accepted, for 
which our standard rates apply. 

These also apply to display advertising 
should private readers require it. 

For our latest competitive rates please 
call or e-mail Sandra Lamb: 

024 7661 6930 


e-nnail: presbusps2@btinternet.conn 































Setra S2I0H. Mercedes Benz V6 Turbo Intercooled 270HP. 

New in 1995 to Wings of Uxbridge. Air con, air suspension, new 
tyres, re trimmed interior five years ago, six speed H-Pattern 
ZF transmission, new radiator, total underbody and battery tray 
refurbishment in 2017 with big service also completed, some new 
body paint, exceptionally nice tidy condition. Very rare coach. Viewing 
essential. £7,950.00 can deliver for additional cost on low loader. Tel 
07973616604 



A Unique opportunity to purchase 1969 AEC Regent V UTG 

3I2G, New Pontypridd No 7 and with No 8 this was the last Regent 
delivered on the UK market. Currently being recommissioned in 
Cambridgeshire, and complete with radiator grille! I have been involved 
with this bus for 30 years and it would be a reluctant sale. However, 

I have received an offer for the bus for non-PSV use but it should 
be preserved, possibly in South Wales. I would like to hear from 
serious preservationists. Sadly other projects and tax bill mean we 
are talking today’s market price. Recent new tyres, window glass and 
reconditioned control box. Needs repaint but sound bodily. Serious 
enquiries to Nick on 01733 347776 or 07950 643065. 

1980 Bristol VR, ex Southern Vectis Spent its entire service life on 
the Isle of Wight, converted to open top in 2000 for use on sightseeing 
services and withdrawn at the end of 2008. Acquired by the present 
owner in 2014 and much work undertaken since - new upper deck 
floor and seats, new kingpins, overhauled front axle, refurbished front 
nearside spring, and much more besides. Drives very well, strong engine 
and gearbox. Class 5 MOT to June 2019, but can MOT for another year 
if required. Genuine reason for sale. £10,495 or near offer. Contact 
Jimmy Comfort on jimmycomfort@hotmail.com or 07876 183844. 



Bristol single- 
deck bus 

Mechanically 
complete. 
Gardner 5LW 
£2,500 contact 
Rush Green 
Motors on 
01438 354174. 
(Trade). 





1980 Volvo B58 FOR SALE 


Six speed manual. 
Originally had a 
Duple Dominant 2 
body. Rebodied by 
East Lancs in 1996 
with their EL2000 
body. 

57 seater, MoT until 
17.10.19 (PSV),good 
condition for age and 
ready to rally. Will be 
sold with its original 
plate MUE 314V. 

£5,000on< 


Contact Andy; 01727 864988 (office hours) 
or e-mail: office@pphcoaches.com 


BUS AND COACH PARTS FOR SALE 

RUSH GREEN MOTORS 

Langley, Hitchin, Herts SG4 7PQ 
Tel: 01438 354174 Fax: 01438 353560 
www.rushgreenmotors.com 


Largest varied stock of vehicles and spare parts in the 
UK 1990 to pre-1940. Hundreds of vehicles, thousands 
of spare parts. UK and Continental vehicles including: 
AEC, ATKINSON, ALBION, EDFORD, B.M.C, COMMER, 
DODGE, FORD, LEYLAND, MAUDSLEY, SCANIA, 
BRISTOL, SEDDON, THORNYCROFT, VOLVO etc. 


BUS AND COACH PARTS WANTED 



Skylight to fit a 1963 Bedford 
J2 Plaxton Embassy (as 

pictured) or anyone know of 
a company that could make 
one in plastic moulding? Please 
call Steve on 07721 377720 or 
email info@empresscoaches.com 



Three white plastic flourescent bulb holders for 1961 Alexander 
bodied Dennis Loline. Originals measure 2914 in x 2% in. Contact Dave 
Preston 07977 901279 or davidpreston.premo@btinternet.com. 


AEC Reliance (590) 2U3RA/Harrington Cavalier (body 2790) 
Ex-Valliant of Ealing, nicely restored, starts on the button, runs and 
drives well, overhauled radiator and cooling system, overhauled fuel 
system, stainless steel exhaust, re-upholstered seats to original pattern, 
very good tyres all round, various spares available. £35,000 (ono) 
Andy.Geminiani@gmail.com or 01268 767396 (Essex) 


Midland Red destination blinds for on going S23 preservation. 
Prefer CE, SA or SS .Tel Colin 07801 983625. 

Chassis manuals for Albion Nimbus/Claymore chassis (for EBW 
II2B) section H-W. Copies acceptable. Carriage refunded. Call Paul 
07759 362234. 
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COACH REPAIRS & REFURBISHMENT 


Commercial and Vintage Coachwork Specialists 


• Specialist Repairs & Resprays • We Have an Extensive Range 

of Parts in Stock and also 

• Highest-End Restorations Available to Order 


• Custom Renovations 


• Insurance Approved 


• Our Experienced and Friendly 
Staff Provide Both Impartial 
and Friendly Advice 



and obsolete coach parts always wanted 


Unit 3, Hunmanby Industrial Estate, Bridlington Road, 
Hunmanby, Filey, North Yorkshire, Y014 OPH 

Telephone: 01723 892997 

E-mail; cobusuk@btconnect.com 
































RESTORATION SERVICES 


INFORMATION WANTED 


Central 


Bus Restorations Ltd 


We repair, refurbish and 
restore both modern and 
vintage vehicies. 

Both mechanicai and body 
work inciuding woodwork 
undertaken. 

Work undertaken in 
stages to meet individuai 
requirements. 

Traditionai coachpainting. 

We are iocated ciose 
to Junction 15 of the M6 


Call 07860 562165 / 01782 791757 
e-mail marki969owen@hotmail.co.uk 
or visit www.centralbusrestorations.co.uk 



LET US SELL 

YOUR BUS FDR YOU! 


Do you have to unload a project that has 
now become a burden? Is your landlord, 
wife or partner being unreasonable? 
We may be able to help by marketing 
your bus, completing unfinished work 
if necessary and resolving the problem 
for you. 

We are the specialists for classic 
buses in the UK. Our Job is to field the 
enquiries, humour the tyre-kickers and 
work to match a vehicle to a need. With 
no hassle for you. Our Sale or Return 
Scheme offers the chance to: 

• Store your bus at no cost in secure 
facilities. 

• Respect any conditions you may wish 
to make (e.g. UK preservation only). 

• Sell it on your behalf at an agreed 
price. 

• We have in-house coachbuilding 
facilities to complete a restoration. 

Telephone: 

01291 689361 




Leyland PS2 Tiger open top restored by 
us from outwardly beautiful but rotten 
within, to solid where it counts... 


Can readers help with information and views of the following 
ex Rawtenstall/Rossendale vehicles. Firstly PD2 No 8 KTE 728 on 
the Trans-Pennine run in 1970. Anyone know the owner and what 
happened to it after the rally? Secondly PD3 No 39 XTJ 939D at the 
Dean Forest Railway rally in 1998/99 in a brown/orange livery or at 
Guide Friday in Stratford-upon-Avon. Finally Bristol RE JDK 911P with 
its various subsequent operators, Smith & Dark, Perry, Bromyard, 
Loffy, Appleton Shepperton (Timetrak). Details please to G. S. Young 
560 Burnley Road East Whitewell Bottom Rossendale BB4 9LB, 
fte630b@yahoo.co.uk 


BOOKS, MAGAZINES AND DVDs FOR SALE 



Vintage Bus Publications and books. Three Little Red Books 
1979/80, 1994/95 & 2012. Twp Horse Tram To Metro 1978, Tyne 
Rail guide 1975. Sunderland Transport — First 100 years. Yorkshire 
Traction Diamond Jubilee 1952 and 1962. Birmingham Midland 
Omnibus Diamond Jubilee 1964. Manchester Buses 1906-1945 book. 
(1971). Museum of Transport Greater Manchester — The Museum 
Collection (1970s?). British Bus news 1994 issues 19 and 20. Call Mark 
07841133299 £70. 

Offers are welcome for the following publications and books: 

LOTS TLB No 389 (January 1997) to present day. Classic Bus No I to 
present day, all in binders. RT-The Story of a London Bus published by 
Capital Transport. The STLs published by Capital Transport. London 
Bus Garages sincel948 published by Ian Allan. Contact Derek: 01322 
224240 or E-mail: Derek.higgs28@gmail.com. 

Annuals, Books, Magazines Photographs Buses & Coaches 
1930s to 1980s. Lists and prices on request. Please E-mail: 
stephenmalkinsonl957@gmail.com. 

Modern Tramways & Light Railway Review 1962 to 1967, Buses 
Extra June 1986 to September 1992, Classic Bus October 1992 to 
July 2016, Preserved Bus Spring 1998 to April 2001, Bus & Coach 
Preservation May 1998 to December 2016, Buses January 1966 
to December 2016. Contact Mrs Rolley: 01296 730446 or E-mail: 
wendyrolley53@btinternet.com 

Buses Illustrated, Buses, Classic Bus, Fare Stage, Bus Fayre, Bus & 
Coach Preservation, Vintage Commercials, Heritage Commercials, 
Vintage Roadscene and Classic & Vintage Commercials. All 50p 
each. Buses Annuals, Buses Yearbooks and Classic Bus Yearbooks, all 
£4 each. Buyer collects. Bob Gray, 189 Funtley Road, Fareham, Hants. 
POI5 6DP. Telephone 01329 280333. 

Buses Extra magazine Nos 2-78 all in good condition open to offers; 
must collect; call 01526 832150 after 6pm. 


E-mail Bob at The Classic Bus Centre: 

classicbuscentre@ginail.com 


SPARE PARTS SERVICE: We have Lodekka gearbox and axles available; 

Dennis Lancet 5 sp. gearbox; PD gearboxes ; RT engine, etc. 
WANTED: PD differential; Leyland National windscreens; Lodekka wings. 


TRADE ADVERTISERS 

Call; 024 7661 6930 

E-mail: presbusps2@btintemet.com 
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you'd be 
surprised 


tf you like old buses, you'll love 
this gorgeous magazine, 
full of fascinating articles and 
nostalgic pictures that give 
you an insight into the story 
of how we got to where 
we are today. 


If it's good enough for 
James Freeman, we reckon 
you'll enjoy it, too. 


from 

specialist bookshops, 
many WH Smith ^ 

branches 
or by post from 

Classic Bus Publishing Ltd 
18 Brunstane Road 
Edinburgh EH15 2Qj 






PUBLICATIONS 


400 NORE ROAD, PORTISHEAD, BRISTOL, BS20 8EZ 
ORDERS@COASTALSHIPPING.CO.UK 
WWW.COASTALSHIPPING.CO.uk 01275 846178 


Fleet in Focus No.l 
NATIONAL WELSH 

by Andrew Wiltshire 
The first title in a new series. 

The book features images of vehicles 
in urban and rural settings. 

Softback, 80 pages. £9.95 


London's Buses 
- An Ever Changing Scene 

The history of London's 
famous buses in a stunning 
all-colour photo album. 
Hardback, 80 pages. £16.00 


Looking Back at PTE Buses 


looking Sack at 
tmiependent {ktutie-Oecken 




IlgptoALFEAiTiBlFOCUS ON MORTH-WEST ENGLAKD:| 


NO HANDS REQUIRED 


STAGECOACH TESTS 
AUTONOMOUS 
ENVIRO200 


may- ISSUE 

OUT NOW 




PHOTOGRAPHS FOR SALE 


2000+ London Bus photos for sale. Most are purchased images but 
due to a change in circumstances they are for sale as a job lot. Good 
mix of vehicle types illustrated, mainly colour but a few black and white 
oldies in as well. Open to offers please contact me via email at steven. 
morritt@sky.com 


PHOTOGRAPHS WANTED 


Quality slide or photo collections purchased for cash: best prices 
paid. Call 024 7661 6930 or E-mail: presbusps2@btinternet.com. 



DU 


epFpRD 


Dennis Lance unused two-piece badge, mint condition. £38 
including P&P; Bus/Coach badge in used condition for Bedford- 
Duple £25 including P&P. Some damage on left hand end, ideal for 
hanging on wall; Panorama II Solid metal block letters badge in good 
used condition. £25 + P&P; Harrington metal script badge, ideal for 
putting back on a motor or a wall hanger. £15 + P&P. Alan 01872 575140 

Collection of 15 bus company badges and 3 uniform buttons, 

all in good,used condition. Badges are from companies such as 
Lincolnshire Road Car, Southdown , Red and White , United Counties , 
Maidstone , Western , Eastern and Southern National. £85 including pp. 
Contact Tim, on 01625 877835 or 07787 555868 



Available from WTiSmith and other 
leading newsagents, or online at ^ 
www.keypublishing.com/shop f C 


June 2019 
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MODELS WANTED 


EVENTS 



Graham models 


4uv 

V intheUKa*y* 

^ win coUect 


e-mail: graham31.gl@gmail.com 


SOCETIES 


We meet fortnightly in winter in Lancaster, usually with a presentation 
by one of our local members, although we do have guest presenters 
from the industry once or twice a year. We produce a monthly 
illustrated newssheet delivered by post or e-mail mainly devoted to 
past and present in the area and membership costs just £6. Contact 
Ton daveberry20@tiscali.co.uk or 01524 874786. 


InthuiiaA Clyb 


For everyone with an interest in United 
Automobile Services and associated 
operators right through to the present-day 
Arriva North East. 



We produce a newsletter each month with 
articles, fleet news and photos of United and 
Arriva vehicles in both paper and E mail 
Format. 


E-mail format membership £5 per year 
Paper format membership £15 per year 


To join or for further information, please contact our 
Membership Secretary: 

Mr A Walshaw 
71 Falmouth Street 
Middlesbrough 
TSl 3HH 

e-mail: secretary@unitedenthusiastsclub.co.uk 

Alternatively, join online via PayPal at: 
http://www.unitedenthusiastsclub.co.uk/ioin.htm 


TRADE ADVERTISERS 

Call; 024 7661 6930 

E-mail: presbusps2@btintemet.com 



EVENT ORGANISERS: Please send details of your events direct 
to Sandra Lamb for inclusion in this column as soon as possible, 
and in all cases at least three months in advance of the date of the 
event. We regret that otherwise we cannot guarantee inclusion. 
E-mail presbusps2@btinternet.com or by post to 12 Redland Close, 
Aldermans Green Industrial Estate, Coventry, CV2 2NP. 


SATURDAY-BANK HOLIDAY MONDAY 4-6 MAY 

Llandudno Transport Festival. Bodafon Fields, Llandudno, North 
Wales LL30 3BW. Llandudno Victorian Extravaganza, town & field 
activities linked by free vintage bus service. Saturday evening road run. 
Admission £7.50, children £2. Car park from £2. Details: Llandudno 
Transport Ffordd Celyn Festival Office, 4 Ffordd Celyn, Colwyn Bay, 
Conwy County LL29 8RN (please enclose SAE), info@llantransfest. 
co.uk, www.llantransfest.co.uk or Facebook 

The Trolleybus Museum at Sandtoft. May Day Bank Holiday 
Weekend Trolleydays. Sandtoft, nr Doncaster, www.sandtoft.org.uk 


SUNDAY 5 MAY 

Glasgow Vintage Vehicle Trust. Open Sunday. 11.00-16.00. 
Admission £5, child/senior £3, family £12. Details: Glasgow Vintage 
Vehicle Trust, 76 Fordneuk Street, Glasgow G40 3AH, info@gvvt.org 
or www.gvvt.org 

Oxford Bus Museum. Open Day. Free vintage bus rides at 11.30 & 
14.30. Open 10.30-16.30. Station Yard, Long Hanborough, Oxfordshire 
0X29 8LA. Details: 01296 337622 orwww.oxfordbusmuseum.org.uk 

49th Ipswich-Felixstowe Vehicle Run. Over 500 vehicles gather 
in Christchurch Park & depart at 11.00 for display on Felixstowe 
Promenade in the afternoon. Free to visit & watch at either end or 
on route! Participating vehicle owners must apply/enter in advance. 
Vehicles must be over 30 years old & an entry/admin fee is payable, see 
website for details. Museum will be open. Admission £7, child £4.50, 
concession £6, family £20 (up to 2+3). Ipswich Transport Museum, 

Old Trolleybus Depot, Cobham Road, Ipswich IP3 9JD. Details: 

01473 715666, enquiries@ipswichtransportmuseum.co.uk or www. 
ipswichtransportmuseum.co.uk 


SUNDAY/BANK HOLIDAY MONDAY 5/6 MAY 
National Tramway Museum. Beer & Bands at Crich. Beer 
Festival with bands of different genres playing (plus trams!) 10.00-17.30. 
Crich Tramway Village, near Matlock, Derbyshire DE4 5DP. Admission 
£17.50, senior £14, child 4-15 £10.50, family (2A+3C) £40.50, less- 
abled adult/senior £11, less-abled child 4-15 £7.50. Details: enquiry@ 
tramway.co.uk, 01773 854321 orwww.tramway.co.uk 


BANK HOLIDAY MONDAY 6 MAY 

Winchester. King Alfred Running Day. Details: www.fokab.org.uk 

St. Helens. North West Museum of Road Transport. Classic 
Car Show. Details: www.nwmort.co.uk. North West Museum of Road 
Transport, The Old Bus Depot, 51 Hall Street, St Helens WAIO I DU 
or 01744 451681 


THURSDAY 9 MAY 

National Tramway Museum. Horse Tram Day. 1874 Sheffield 
Horse Tram 15 in passenger service 11.00-13.00 & 14.00-16.00. 
Additional cost £lpp to ride on horse tram. Crich Tramway Village, 
near Matlock, Derbyshire DE4 5DP. Admission £17.50, senior £14, child 
4-15 £ 10.50, family (2A+3C) £40.50, less-abled adult/senior £11, less- 
abled child 4-15 £7.50. Details: enquiry@tramway.co.uk, 01773 854321 
or www.tramway.co.uk 


SATURDAY II MAY 

Bourne, Lines. Delaine Bus Museum, Spalding Road, Bourne PEIO 
9LE. 12.00-16.00. Details: www.delaineheritagetrust.org 
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SATURDAY II MAY 

Theydon Bois. Transport Bazaar. Theydon Bois Village Hall, 
Coppice Row, Essex CM 16 7ER. 11.00-15.30. Five mins level walk 
from Theydon Bois Central Line Station (LU Zone 6). Up to 40 stalls 
selling bus & railway memorabilia, books, photos, maps, timetables, 
etc. Admission £3, accompanied children free. Refreshments available. 
Large public car park next to hall. Please note it is no longer possible 
to provide bus displays & rides at this event. Details: NLETE, 8 The 
Rowans, Palmers Green, NI3 SAD (please enclose SAE) or nleevents@ 
outlook.com 

South Shields. Model Bus 2019. Salvation Army Hall, Wawn Street, 
South Shields NE33 4EB. Five mins from Chichester Metro. 09.30-16.00. 
Admission £3, children/concession £2. Model Bus Federation North 
East Area. Motorised & static displays, photos, model trade stands, slide 
shows & films, refreshments. Details: wighamg@btinternet.com 

Guildford. Alexander Dennis Chassis Plant Open Day. 

Dennis Way, Slyfield Industrial Estate, Guildford GUI lAF. 10.00- 
17.00. Factory tours, chassis & bodied vehicles on display, pictorial 
displays, slide shows & children’s activities. Display of historic Dennis 
vehicles including the company’s own collection. Free bus services to 
surrounding towns & around the estate. Free admission. Free buses to 
Guildford & Woking railway station. Details/enquiries: Claire Barrett, 
Open Day 2019, Alexander Dennis Ltd, 2-3 Dennis Way, Guildford, 
Surrey GUI lAF, claire.barrett@alexander-dennis.com or www. 
alexander-dennis.com 

Bursledon Brickworks. Bricks, Beer & Buses. Tickets are limited 
& must be purchased in advance. Free vintage bus to Swanwick railway 
station. Bursledon Brickworks Industrial Museum, Coal Park Lane, 
Swanwick, Southampton S03I 7GW. Details: 01489 576248 (not always 
manned) or www.bursledonbrickworks.org.uk 


SATURDAY/SUNDAY 11/12 MAY 

East Anglia Transport Museum 1950s Seaside Celebration. 

East Anglia Transport Museum, Chapel Rd, Carlton Colville, Lowestoft, 
Suffolk NR33 8BL.11.00-17.00. A 1950s celebration with a seaside 
flavour as Hastings trolleybus 34 returns to service after restoration. 
All available south coast trolleybuses will operate. Visiting buses form 
the area including (we hope) a special vehicle from Hastings. Free park 
& ride service. Free bus services to Beccles & Lowestoft, BBQ in the 
park. Music & dancing from the 1950s - come dressed I950s-style for 
discounted entry. Details: 01502 518459, admin@eatransportmuseum. 
co.uk or www.eatransportmuseum.co.uk 


SUNDAY 12 MAY 

Minehead Running Day. Beside the Seaside. Taunton Historic Bus 
Group & Quantock Heritage. Details: tauntonrunningday.wordpress. 
com 

South Yorkshire Transport Museum. Open Day. Unit 9, 
Waddington Way, Aldwarke, Rotherham S65 3SH. 10.30-16.00. Shop 
& cafe open. Free heritage shuttle bus from Rotherham, Greasbrough 
Road (The Trades), hourly 10.45-14.45. Preserved buses running to 
Conisbrough Castle. Admission £5, concession £3.50, accompanied ul6 
free. Details: 07828 068484, info@sytm.co.uk orwww.sytm.co.uk 
Historic Commercial Vehicle Society. 57th London to 
Brighton Run. Details: www.hcvs.co.uk 


TUESDAY 14 MAY 

Hook, Hants. Toy & Train Collectors Fair. Ravenscroft 
Community Centre, Hook RG27 9NN. Doors 18.30. Refreshments & 
free off-road car parking. Admission £1. Details: 01380 725322, 07958 
I0I89I orclementsfairs@aol.com 


SATURDAY 18 MAY 

Swansea Bus Museum. Wales on Wheels at the Waterfront 
Museum. Swansea Bus Museum Unit 2, Viking Way, Winch Wen 
Industrial Estate, Winch Wen, Swansea SAI 7DA. Details: www. 
swanseabusmuseum.com, secretary@sbm.wales mailto:SwanseaBM@ 
outlook.comor 01792 732832 


Faversham Transport Weekend. Bus & commercial vehicle display 
& bus running day (Cars & motorcycles only on Sunday). 10.00-16-00. 
Free classic bus rides around area. Timetable available late-April from: 
www.favershamtransportweekend.org. Entry forms: Stephen Jenner, 

10 Hawkhurst Road, Gillingham, Kent ME8 6NY or spjenner@hotmail. 
co.uk. Further details: rolyg@supanet.com 


SATURDAY/SUNDAY 18/19 MAY 

Rydabus 3 - Southern Vectis 90. Free travel on network of routes 
across the Isle of Wight’s north east quarter operated by up to 35 
vintage buses & coaches. Routes start & finish at the Isle of Wight 
Bus Museum in Park Road, Ryde. Details: 01983 567796 or www. 
iwbusmuseum.org.uk 

Museum of Transport Greater Manchester. MRX Model 
Railway Exhibition. Boyle Street, Cheetham, Manchester M8 
8UW. 10.00-16.30. Family friendly day out featuring a wide variety 
of operational model railway layouts. Free Centreshuttle 4 bus from 
Corporation Street (stop NU) & Shudehill Interchange (Stand E) from 
09.50. Details: www.motgm.uk or 0161 205 2122. 

Haworth (Yorkshire) 1940s Weekend. Free bus service operated 
by Aire Valley Transport Group plus small static vehicle display. Details: 
www.avtg.co.uk 


SUNDAY 19 MAY 

The Potteries Apedale Running Day. In conjunction with the 
Apedale Valley Light Railway at Loomer Road, Newcastle-under-Lyme, 
Staffordshire. Details: potteriesops@gmail.com 

National Tramway Museum. Classic Transport Gathering. 

Welcoming classic vehicles built prior to 1979 (see website for full 
details). Jaguar Enthusiasts Club also attending. Model trams (Tatra 
layout) running in Exhibition Hall. 10.00-17.30. Crich Tramway Village, 
near Matlock, Derbyshire DE4 5DP. Admission £17.50, senior £14, child 
4-15 £10.50, family (2A+3C) £40.50, less-abled adult/senior £11, less- 
abled child 4-15 £7.50. Details: enquiry@tramway.co.uk, 01773 854321 
or www.tramway.co.uk 

Oxford Bus Museum. Open Day. Free vintage bus rides at 11.30 & 
14.30. Open 10.30-16.30. Station Yard, Long Hanborough, Oxfordshire 
0X29 8LA. Details: 01296 337622 orwww.oxfordbusmuseum.org.uk 

Fenland BusFest. 10:00-17:00. Free bus services from event in 
Whittlesey to Peterborough, Ramsey (for Classic Car Show), Thorney, 
Turves & Yaxley. Details: www.easternbusgroup.co.uk/busfest.html 

Sevenoaks Running Day. Details (SAE please): Country Bus Rallies, 
19 Hampton Way, East Grinstead RHI9 4SG orwww.countrybus.org 


FRIDAY/SATURDAY 24/25 MAY 

London Transport Museum. Discovery Tours at Acton Depot. 

Museum Depot, Acton Town, 2 Museum Way, 118-120 Gunnersbury 
Lane W3 9BQ. Tickets must be pre-booked online or via Ticket Office 
020 7565 7298 (10.00-17.30 daily). UI6 must be accompanied by adult. 
Details: 020 7565 7298 orwww.ltmuseum.co.uk 

London Transport Museum. Art & Poster Tours at Acton 
Depot. Museum Depot, Acton Town, 2 Museum Way, 118-120 
Gunnersbury Lane W3 9BQ. Details: www.ltmuseum.co.uk 


SATURDAY/SUNDAY 25/26 MAY 

AEG Society Annual Rally. Newark Showground, Nottinghamshire. 
Entry open to all makes & models of buses &coaches old & new. Vehicle 
entry free for driver & one passenger. Admission £10 (one day), £15 
(two days) including free programme. Details: Howard Berry 07504 
974776 or secretary@aecsociety.com 


SATURDAY-BANK HOLIDAY MONDAY 25-27 MAY 
The Trolleybus Museum at Sandtoft. Spring Bank Holiday 
Weekend Trolleydays. Sandtoft, nr Doncaster. Details: www. 
sandtoft.org.uk 
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North West Vehicle Restoration Trust 
ANNUAL RUNNING & OPEN DAY 


Find US on 

Facebook L 


Unit 2, Charleywood Road, Kirkby Industrial Estate, 
Kirkby, Merseyside, L33 7SG 


WWW.nwvrt.CO.uk Registered Charity Number: 1143261 


NorthWestVR'^ 


Chippenham Bus Rally & Running Day 

26th May 2019 

Held at Chippenham Bus Station and Wiltshire College Campus from 1000 - 1700 


Free bus and coach rides 
on classic vehicles to and from 
Chippenham Bus Station to various destinations. 

Free display of classic and modern vehicles at Wiltshire College 

Sales Stands 

Additonal National Bus Company 50th anniversary celebration display 
Direct connection with Chippenham railway station and service buses from Bath and Swindon 

Programmes avaliable on the day for just £5 
For more information go to www.bristolbusevents.co.uk 


Timetable & Event Guide will be 
available for only £4.00 


Trade Stands and Refreshments on of¬ 
fer at our Kirkby base 


Visiting Vehicles welcome, overnight 
parking available on enquiry 


Plus, another BIG Launch during 
the day! 


Regular free bus service operated by 
group and visiting vehicles 


For more details, to book a vehicle 
space or stall visit our 
website at www.nwvrt.co.uk or caii 
07753 248053 


Sunday 2nd June 2019 9.30am tiii s.oopm 
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SUNDAY 26 MAY 

Morecambe. Vintage Bus Running Day & Centenary of Ribble 
Motor Services. Free service from Carnforth railway station, 

Happy Mount Park & Heysham Village to Morecambe Football Club & 
Promenade every ten minutes 09:30-18.00. Display of vintage buses & 
coaches on the promenade near the Midland Hotel & at football club. 
Open-top tours subject to good weather. Bare Circular & mystery 
tours. Stalls. Programmes available on day for £4 with full details & 
timetables. Details: www.rvpt.co.uk 

Tilford Bus & Coach Rally. Rural Life Centre, Reeds Road, Tilford, 
nr Farnham, Surrey GUIO 2DL. Details: 01252 795571 

Museum of Transport Greater Manchester. Open Day. Boyle 
Street, Cheetham, Manchester M8 8UW. Free Centreshuttle 5 bus 
operating from Shudehill Interchange (Stand E) from 10.52. Details: 
www.motgm.uk or 0161 205 2122 


BANK HOLIDAY MONDAY 27 MAY 

Quainton Bus Rally & Spring Steam Gala. Buckinghamshire 
Railway Centre, Station Road, Quainton near Aylesbury, 
Buckinghamshire HP22 4BY. All buses & coaches welcome, plenty of 
hard standing. Details/entry forms: quaintonbusrally2@gmail.com 

Ipswich Transport Museum. On Two Wheels. Focus on two 
& three-wheeled vehicles, pedal & motor powered. Vintage cycle 
demonstrations. See a Boneshaker, Penny Farthing & a motorcycle 
made in Ipswich. 11.00-16.00. Admission £5.50, child £3.50, 
concession £5, family £16 (up to 2+3). Ipswich Transport Museum, 
Old Trolleybus Depot, Cobham Road, Ipswich IP3 9JD. Details: 
01473 715666, enquiries@ipswichtransportmuseum.co.uk or www. 
ipswichtransportmuseum.co.uk 


SUNDAY 2 JUNE 

Glasgow Vintage Vehicle Trust. Open Sunday. 11.00-16.00. 
Admission £5, child/senior £3, family £12. Details: Glasgow Vintage 
Vehicle Trust, 76 Fordneuk Street, Glasgow G40 3AH, info@gvvt.org 
or www.gvvt.org 


EPSOM & EWELL 

TRANSPORT FAIR 


SATURDAY 1st JUNE 

10.00 - 15.00 


BOURNE HALL 

SPRING STREET, EWELL, KTI7 lUF 

ADMISSION £2.00 


ACCOMPANIED UI6 FREE 


CLOSE TO EWELL WEST RAILWAY STATION. 
BUSES 293 (MORDEN), 406 (KINGSTON & EPSOM) 
STOP IN THE HIGH STREET, NEARBY. 


Buses, commercial vehicles and railway related items for sale 
including: Books, DVDs, ephemera, magazines, memorabilia, 
models, photographs, postcards, tickets, videos, etc. 

Refreshments available 


ENQUIRIES TO: Julian Bowden 
21 Forde Avenue, Bromley, BRI 3EU (SAE please) 
Mob: 07932 812268 



BARRY FESTIVAL OF TRANSPORT 


Oxford Bus Museum. Open Day. Free vintage bus rides at 11.30 & 
14.30. Open 10.30-16.30. Station Yard, Long Hanborough, Oxfordshire 
0X29 8LA. Details: 01296 337622 orwww.oxfordbusmuseum.org.uk 

Didcot Transport Rally. Vintage bus services on former GWR 
Road Motors routes from Didcot by Thames Valley & Great Western 
Omnibus Trust in association with the Didcot Railway Centre. Details: 
TV&GWOT, 16 Samor Way, Didcot, Oxfordshire 0X11 8RF, didcot@ 
tvagwot.org.uk or www.tvagwot.org.uk 


SATURDAY 8 JUNE 

Bourne, Lines. Delaine Bus Museum, Spalding Road, Bourne PEIO 
9LE. 12.00-16.00. Details: www.delaineheritagetrust.org 


SATURDAY/SUNDAY 8/9 JUNE 

Nottingham Transport Festival. Wollaton Park, Nottingham. 
Details/entries: www.nottinghamtransportfestival.co.uk 


SUNDAY 9 JUNE 

3rd Bournemouth Bus Rally. Kings Park, Boscombe, Bournemouth. 
Commemorating the 50th anniversary of Bournemouth’s last 
trolleybus. Entries/details: bournemouthbusrally@outlook.com or 
jonathanhawkins387@yahoo.co.uk 

51st East Coast Run. Hull to Bridlington. Entries invited from buses, 
coaches, commercials, cars, vans & motorcycles over 20 years old. 

Road run from East Park, Hull, to the Cliff Top car park at Sewerby, 
Bridlington. Transport stalls at Bridlington. Details/entries: events@ 
eytcc.org.uk or EYTCC Events, P.O. Box 320, Hull HUM 5QR 

Hitchin Running Day. Details (SAE please): Country Bus Rallies, 19 
Hampton Way, East Grinstead RHI9 4SG or www.countrybus.org 


Sunday 9** June 2019 

A fun day for all the family! Come to Barry... 


SAT NAV FINDER: CF62 5TP 







Free 

> Heritase Bus display ^ 

> Bus Depot Open Day 

> Classic Car show 

> Heritase Bus Trips 
also ^ourltt Railway 
Slalli: Books, Toys, 

Collectables _ 

...fun fair, 

sea & 
sand! 



Enquiries, Stalls & Exhibitors HEISli 
- contact Mike Taylor by 

e-mail at: info ( 9 ) ctpg.co.uk WWW.Ctpg .CO.Uk 
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SCENERY, STEAM, BUSES & FUN 


14 th peak park 

PRESERVED BUS GATHERING 

Sunday T6th June 2019 


Large display on both sides of the track | Judging of fully restored buses 
Frequent preserved bus services in the National Park 
including Bake well and Matlock | Sales stalls and refreshments 
Steam train rides connecting with preserved buses at all stations 


For full details and entry forms contact Dennis Vickers: 

www.peakparkrally.wordpressxom 

14 Whitting Mews, Holland Road, Old Whittington, Chesterfield, S41 9HF 


W EST RIDING OMNIBUS MUSEUM TRUS T 

7-11 Foundry Street, Ravensthorpe, Dewsbury, WF13 3F1W 
Registered Charity Number 702232 

Presents the first 

Redbeck Rally 

and 

Running Day 

Sunday 30^*^ I une 2019 

at the 

REDBECK MOTEL & RESTAURANT 

Doncaster Road, Crofton, Wakefield, WF4 IRR 

- Just one mile from Heath Common - 

10.30am to 16.30pm 

• Free vintage bus service to and from Wakefieid city centre 

• Transport and enthusiast collectors stalls 

• Visiting Bus and Coach Displays 

• Free feeder services from selected locations 

See our website -www.dewsburybusmuseum.org 

Admission £3 including Souvenir Programme 

n www.facebook.com/qroups/dewsburvbusmuseum 

To book a vehicle in for service or as a static exhibit 
please telephone 01924 265528 


TAt 

Transport Auctions of London 



TRANSPORT AUCTIONS of LONDON 

The Specialist Auction House for 

TRANSPORT COLLECTABLES 

Bus, Coach, Tram, Trolleybus & Rail 

Signs <& plates, badges, posters, maps, timetables, destination 
blinds, tickets <S ticket machines, railwayana and other relics 
3 sales a year at the Croydon Park Hotel, East Croydon CR9 5AA 
Viewing from 9:30am, sales start at 11:00 
Join us in the saleroom or bid online 
Next sales: Saturdays 29 June & 26 October 2019 

• Unrivalled market knowledge & expertise 

• Quality items for buyers, excellent prices for vendors 

• Free expert advice & valuations, cash offers available 

• Comprehensive, illustrated catalogues, free by email 

• Prompt payments to vendors 



Now welcoming entries for our June sale 
Contact us for free advice and valuations 

enquiries@transportauctionslondon.com 
Tel: 01737 237505 
vvvvw.transportauctionslondon.com 
For updates, visit our website or 
follow us on Facebook and Twitter 

T ransport Auctions of London Ltd 
Hamilton House, 87-89 Bell Street, Reigate RH2 7AN 



Calling all bus* air, railway and shippping enthusiasts! 


15th ANNUAL TRANSPORT 
COLLECTORS' FAIR 

PUDSEV CtVIC HALL. LEEDS 

Saturday 26th October 2019 

Doors open 10am until 3pm. 

Over 100 stalls selling all manner of transport related 
memorabillia, books, photographs, tickets, metalwork and railwayana. 

Refreshments available from 10am to 3pm 




Admission 
Only £2 


Venue: 400yds from 
New Pudsey Station, 

Near the junction of the A6120 Leeds Ring Road 
and the A€47 Leeds to Bradford Road at 'Dawson's Comer' 
About 2 miles from the centre of Pudsey 


Ovic Hall signposted - Free car parking adjacent to Hall 
OWLCDTES SHOPPING CENTRE NEARBY 



Enqutriei to: Bvry Renrtison 0113 3e»5 

rennlson@cc- emai I .co^u k 


vwvw.samuelledgardsociety.org.uk 
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www.presbuspublishing.com 








































SUNDAY 9 JUNE 

South Yorkshire Transport Museum. Open Day & Model 
Transport Exhibition. Unit 9, Waddington Way, Aldwarke, 
Rotherham S65 3SH. 10.30-16.00. Shop & cafe open. Free heritage 
shuttle bus from Rotherham, Greasbrough Road (The Trades), hourly 
10.45-14.45. Admission £5, concession £3.50, accompanied ul6 free. 
Details: 07828 068484, info@sytm.co.uk orwww.sytm.co.uk 


Canvey Transport & History Trail. Celebrating the Museum’s 
40th anniversary of its founding by the Castle Point Transport Museum 
Society. Linking with Canvey Island’s heritage & community groups to 
the Canvey Heritage Centre, Beyond the Point, The Bay Museum & The 
Dutch Cottage using Museum vehicles. Local history-themed gathering 
at the Canvey Island Transport Museum, 105 Point Road, Canvey Island, 
Essex SS8 7TD. Details: info@castlepointtransportmuseum.co.uk, 
www.castlepointtransportmuseum.co.uk or Facebook 


TUESDAY II JUNE 

Hook, Hants. Toy & Train Collectors Fair. Ravenscroft 
Community Centre, Hook RG27 9NN. Doors 18.30. Refreshments & 
free off-road car parking. Admission £1. Details: 01380 725322, 07958 
I0I89I orclementsfairs@aol.com 


SATURDAY/SUNDAY 15/16 JUNE 

Clwyd Veteran & Vintage Machinery Society Ltd Annual 
Vintage Vehicle, Steam Rally & Craft Fair. Oswestry 
Showground, SYII 4TB. Gates 10.00. Admission £8, family (2A + 2C) 
£16, children £4. UI6 must be accompanied by adult. Craft hall, model 
hall, steam & miniature engines, vintage tractors, horticultural & garden 
machinery, commercial & military vehicles, campervans, collections 
& outdoor displays, classic, vintage & veteran cars, vintage caravans, 
vintage motorcycles & pedal cycles, organs, stationary engines, heavy 
horses, ring & static events. Weekend camping available for visitors. 
General or exhibitor enquiries: Bernie Morris 01978 762889, 07545 
092072 or lbernie.morris@gmail.com or Joan Evans, 01244 544124, 
07976 872520 orjoan.glyn@talktalk.net. Trade or autojumble: Dave 
Kelly 07850 377677. Section stewards & application forms: cvvms.co.uk 

The Trolleybus Museum at Sandtoft. Trolleyday (Saturday), 
Trolleyday Plus (Sunday). Sandtoft, nr Doncaster. Details: www. 
sandtoft.org.uk 


FRIDAY-MONDAY 21-24 JUNE 

Royal Blue & Associated Motorways Run. Thames Valley & Great 
Western Omnibus Trust. Birmingham - Liverpool - Wrexham - Cardiff 
-Treherbert- Cheltenham. Details/entries: TV&GWOT, Ledger 
Farm, Forest Green Road, Fifield, Maidenhead, Berks SL6 2NR, 07990 
505373, enquiries@tvagwot.org.uk or www.tvagwot.org.uk 


SATURDAY 22 JUNE 

Ipswich Transport & Model Festival. Three attractions on one 
inclusive ticket - The Transport Museum, Ipswich Railway Modellers 
Association HQ & the Ipswich Model Engineering Society. Free historic 
bus service between the sites & Ipswich Model Railway Centre. Adult 
ticket £10, accompanied children £1. Normal admission if entering 
museum only. Ipswich Transport Museum, Old Trolleybus Depot, 
Cobham Road, Ipswich IP3 9JD. Details: 01473 715666, enquiries@ 
ipswichtransportmuseum.co.uk or www.ipswichtransportmuseum.co.uk 


SATURDAY/SUNDAY 22/23 JUNE 

National Tramway Museum. Vintage I950s/60s Weekend. 

Crich Tramway Village, near Matlock, Derbyshire DE4 5DP. Admission 
£17.50, senior £14, child 4-15 £10.50, family (2A+3C) £40.50, less- 
abled adult/senior £11, less-abled child 4-15 £7.50. Details: enquiry@ 
tramway.co.uk, 01773 854321 orwww.tramway.co.uk 


SUNDAY 16 JUNE 

Transport Museum Wythall. Fathers* Day Out. 10.30-17.00 (last 
admission 16.30). Chance for Dads to enjoy big boys’ toys! Classic bus 
& miniature steam railway rides. Museum bus service 750 operates 
both days from Holloway Circus (Suffolk St Queensway, near New 
Alexandra Theatre), Birmingham, 10.30 & 11.45 (fare £2.50 each way) 

& Maypole 10.50 & 12.05. Admission £7, child £3.50, Family tickets 
available. Admission & all-day bus riding ticket £12, child £6. Details: 
The Transport Museum, Chapel Lane, Wythall B47 6JA, 01564 826471, 
enquiries@wythall.org.uk or www.wythall.org.uk 

Bourne, Lines. Delaine Bus Museum Bourne, Lines. Delaine 
Bus Museum, Spalding Road, Bourne PEIO 9LE. 12.00-16.00. Free 
heritage shuttle bus between Museum & Bourne Classic Car show 
every 20 mins. Details: www.delaineheritagetrust.org 

National Tramway Museum. Fathers* Day. Model Trams running 
in Exhibition Hall (David Gould layout). Crich Tramway Village, near 
Matlock, Derbyshire DE4 5DP. Admission £17.50, senior £14, child 4-15 
£10.50, family (2A+3C) £40.50, less-abled adult/senior £11, less-abled 
child 4-15 £7.50. Details: enquiry@tramway.co.uk, 01773 854321 or 
www.tramway.co.uk 

Oxford Bus Museum. Fathers* Day event. Free vintage bus 
rides at 11.30 & 14.30. Free entry for fathers with paying child. Open 
10.30-16.30. Station Yard, Long Hanborough, Oxfordshire 0X29 8LA. 
Details: 01296 337622 orwww.oxfordbusmuseum.org.uk 

Ipswich Transport Museum. Tractors & Mowers. Local 
agricultural machinery & engineering with displays & commentary by 
volunteers. 11.00-16.00. Admission £5.50, child £3.50, concession 
£5, family £16 (up to 2+3). Ipswich Transport Museum, Old 
Trolleybus Depot, Cobham Road, Ipswich IP3 9JD. Details: 01473 
715666, enquiries@ipswichtransportmuseum.co.uk or www. 
ipswichtransportmuseum.co.uk 

Swansea Bus Museum. Fathers* Day Event. Unit 2, Viking 
Way, Winch Wen Industrial Estate, Winch Wen, Swansea SAI 7DA. 
Details: www.swanseabusmuseum.com, secretary@sbm.wales 
mailto:SwanseaBM@outlook.comor 01792 732832 



' EXCELLENCE 

tripadvisor' 


MUSEUMS 


MUSEUM I O 

EVENTS ZU I y 


OPEN DAY 

& Transport Collectors’ Fair 

Sunday 19 May 

Also features regular bus services 
around Fife from Lathalmond 

OPEN WEEKEND 

& Transport Collectors’ Fair 

Sat/Sun 17/18 August 

Also features Forth Bridges tour 
(additional charge) 


Both events feature: , ■ ) 

• Displays of vehicles 

• Special on-site bus services 

• Exhibition hall with display of bus & coach artefacts 

• Half-hourly free shuttle to/from Dunfermline Bus Station 

• Museum shop, cafe & visiting stalls, autojumble & refreshments 

• Train rides on the standard and narrow gauge railways (additional charges) 

• Open I0am-5pm. Free Parking. 

Admission to each event: Adult £8, Child/Concession £6, Family £19 

(Open Weekend 2 day A i nM t c i nk et £13) (Child age 5-15. Family upjCq_ 2 a dwteg & 2_children) 
Visit our website for details of other events taking place at the museum. 


01383 623 380 www.svbm.o rg.uk 

Off B9I5, 
follow signs 
fromJ4, M90 


l ATHALMONO 

RAILHItY NUSEUN 


Find us on _ 

Scottish Vintage Bus Museum 

Registered Charity No. SCO 11494 


M90 Commerce Park, Lathalmond, Fife KYI2 OSJ 

Stall & Vehicle Entry Forms can be downloaded from our website. 


June 2019 
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■‘A major display of almost 
^useum's^iclecollectonm 


.^l ONDON BUS MUSEU M 

A LIVING HERITAGE 


w 


Sunday 23 '^‘‘ June 10am - 5 pm 


Organised by 


/ Visit londonbjismuseum.com for fiaore information 
London Bus Museum, yisitor entrance via Brodiklands Drive, Weybridge, Surrey KT13 OSL. Telephone 01932 837994 


Aldridge Transport Museum 2019 


Invite you to our Main Event of the Year 



Annual 

CUEN A 

■Running 
Day 


Sunday 14™ J uly 10:00 to 16:00 


Museum and Visiting Vehicles on Display 
Free rides on several routes all day. 

Stand by Tesla Cars - 
displaying the quickest ever 4-door saloon! 
Sales stands, Museum exhibits 


Free Feeder Buses from Walsall 

Departs Walsall (Hatherton Road) 10:20 and every 30 minutes to 16:20 
We Intend to run to timetable, but no departures or connections can be 
guaranteed - check for late news. 


Event Admission £5 adult £2 child, £13 family 
\ ___ y 


Aston Manor Road Transport Museum 

Open Tuesdays, Saturdays and Sundays, 10:30 to 16:00 
Normal Admission £3 adult, £2 child, £9 family 
Shenstone Drive, Off Northgate, Aldridge, Walsall WS9 8TP 
www.amrtm.org 01922 454761 Registered Charity no. 519216 






SPRING BANK HOLIDAY 
SUNDAY & MONDAY 26th & 27th MAY 
Including, on Monday, Metrobus running 
and Model Bus Federation displays 

AUGUST BANK HOLIDAY 
SUNDAY & MONDAY 25th & 26th AUGUST 


AUTUMN RUNNING DAY OCTOBER 6th 
Including WMPTE 50, 50 years since we 
waved goodbye to the corporation fleets 

SATURDAY OCTOBER 26th - TWILIGHT 
RUNNING DAY OPEN 11am -7pm 
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www.presbuspublishing.com 






















































Preshus NEWS 


Unit 12, Redland Close 
Aldermans Green Industrial Estate 
Coventry CV2 2NP 
E-mail: presbusps2@btinternet.com 



i VISIT OUR SALES STAND 

AT THE FOLLOWING EVENTS 


LLANDUDNO Saturday-Monday 4-6 May Llandudno Festival Transport 

WYTHALL Sunday/Monday 26/27 May Transport Museum operating days. 

LIVERPOOL Sunday 2 June NWVRT Annual Open & Running Day 

BARRY ISLAND Sunday 9 June Festival of Transport 

BROOKLANDS Sunday 23 June London Bus Museum ‘On the Buses’ 

WAKEFIELD Sunday 3 July West Riding Pearl Anniversary 



^ ^TCSl7t4'S cards accepted on our wide range of books, DVDs and back issues! 


•O 

P U B L 


I S H I N G 




V/SA 


Tel: U78»/ 883 421 


e-mail: presbusps2@btinternet.com www.presbuspublishing.com 



we buy 

in mint condition 


^Sondhand Books 
Qiirift Collections 


at th6 b6st pric6s! 






























ORDER NOW AND GET 
kOST-FkEE UK DELIVERY 





REGIONAL -mAMWAYS 


Around 


SCOTLAND 


VOLVO AILSA 


hooking Back Buses 


LONDON TRANSPORT 
D70TJ84 


BRITAIN'S 

OlynipK Hope 


CENTRAL 


SOUTH 


AEC BUSES 


BET BUSES 


[iounK-mouth by 
Irollcybus 


in the 1960s 





Stocks are limited, so order now to avoid disappointment! 


TITLE 


AEC Buses since 1955 
AEC Regent V 

Around Bournemouth by Trolleybus 
Around London by Trolleybus Part I 

Badgerline 

BET Buses in the 1960s 
Britain’s Olympic Hope 
British Buses 1967 

Bus & Coach Preservation H’book 2011 

Cardiff Trolleybuses 
Central South Buses in the 1970s 
Coachwork by Bristol Tramways 
Colours of Greater Manchester 
Colours of the South Downs 

Delaine 125 years service 
Devon General as it was 

Early Tramways in Yorkshire 

Hastings Trolleybuses 

Independent Buses of South & West Wales 

Kindston-upon-Hull Tramways 

London’s Night Buses Vol I 
London’s Night Buses Vol 2 
London Transport 1970-1984 
London Trolleybus Depots Part I 
Looking Back at PTE Buses 

Prestige: Gelligaer 
Prestige: Sheffield United Tours 
Prestige: Yorkshire Traction 2 

Regional Tramways: Scotland 

South Wales Buses & Coaches Remembered 
Super Prestige: Bury 
Super Prestige: Ellen Smith 
Super Prestige: Hull 
Super Prestige: Independent Operators of NW 
Super Prestige: Lytham St Annes 
Super Prestige: Morecambe & Lancaster 
Super Prestige: Oldham 
Super Prestige: Richards Bros 
Super Prestige: Rochdale 
Super Prestige: Shropshire Independents 
Super Prestige: Staffordshire Independents 
Super Prestige: Transport in Barrow in Furness 
Super Prestige: West Mon 
Swanbrook Motor Services 

Volvo Ailsa 


PUBLISHER 

WAS 

NOW 

Ian Allan 

£22.50 

£12.00 

Ian Allan 

£19.99 

£12.00 

Adam Gordon 

£47.00 

£27.00 

Adam Gordon 

£32.00 

£20.00 

Ian Allan 

£22.50 

£14.00 

Ian Allan 

£19.99 

£12.00 

Presbus Publishing 

£12.50 

£5.00 

Pen & Sword 

£25.00 

£14.00 

Presbus Publishing 

£14.95 

£2.00 

Adam Gordon 

£50.00 

£30.00 

Presbus Publishing 

£8.50 

£3.00 

Millstream 

£20.00 

£12.00 

Capital 

£22.50 

£13.00 

Capital 

£19.95 

£12.00 

Venture 

£18.00 

£10.00 

Adam Gordon 

£15.00 

£12.00 

Fonthill 

£16.99 

£9.00 

Adam Gordon 

£40.00 

£24.00 

Coastal Shiping 

£16.00 

£10.00 

Adam Gordon 

£50.00 

£30.00 

Capital 

£19.95 

£12.00 

Capital 

£30.00 

£18.00 

Ian Allan 

£22.50 

£14.00 

Adam Gordon 

£38.50 

£22.00 

Coastal Shiping 

£16.00 

£10.00 

Venture 

£9.95 

£6.00 

Venture 

£9.95 

£6.00 

Venture 

£9.95 

£6.00 

Pen & Sword 

£2.00 

£12.00 

Coastal Shiping 

£17.00 

£10.00 

Venture 

£16.95 

£10.00 

Venture 

£16.95 

£10.00 

Venture 

£16.95 

£10.00 

England Venture 

£18.95 

£12.00 

Venture 

£16.95 

£10.00 

Venture 

£16.95 

£10.00 

Venture 

£16.95 

£10.00 

Venture 

£20.00 

£12.00 

Venture 

£15.95 

£9.00 

Venture 

£16.95 

£10.00 

Venture 

£16.95 

£10.00 

Venture 

£16.95 

£10.00 

Venture 

£15.95 

£9.00 

Colin Martin 

£9.99 

£4.00 

Ian Allan 

£19.99 

£12.00 


Please include a telephone number with all orders! 


MasterCad 





f 


We accept payment by credit/debit cards 
and cheques payable to Presbus Publishing: 
Unit 12, Redland Close, Aldermans Green 
Industrial Estate, Coventry, CV2 2NP 


Order now for POST-FRE^ UK delivery 

Call us on: 07887 883 421 ??BLiiHiNG 

e-mail: presbusps2@btinternet.com www.presbuspublishing.com 

































Mail Order Book Service 


•oPresbus 

PUBLISHING 


We accept payment by major 
credit/debit cards and also by 
cheques made payable to 
Presbus Publishing. 




I I 


VISA 


I I 


^^^DELTA 


VISA 



Orders are sent 

(to UK addresses only). Please 

call for overseas postal rates. 

Please allow 14 days for delivery. 
If you require a faster service, 
please notify us at the time of 
placing your order. 

Presbus Publishing 

Unit 12, Redland Close 
Aldermans Green Industrial Estate 
Coventry CV2 2NP 

See our website for a full list of 
titles currently available. E&EOE 

P^lephone: 

07887 883 421 

e-mail: presbusps2@btinternet.com 

www.presbuspublishing.com 

PLEASE INCLUDE A TELEPHONE 
NUMBER WITH ALL ORDERS! 


This exclusive service is provided 
by the publishers of 



ORDER NOW 
FOR POST-FREE 
UK* DELIVERY 


(* APPLIES TO UK ORDERS ONLY - 
PLEASE CALL FOR OVERSEAS RATES) 


A SELECTION OF NEW AND RECENT TITLES 



WAICOLM MTTEN 


RT MEMORIES 


THE McKINOLESS GROUP 

6AV1C1 tsEyoy 


AEC REGENTS IN SERVICE 

THi iATf *WCJ 




BIRMINGHAM BU$ES. TRAMS 
AND TROLLEYBUSES IN THE 
SECOND WOULD WAS 

DJiVID HAHVET 


BEXLEY BUSES 


PRESTON BUSES 
BEFORE AND AFTER 
DEREGULATION 


LEYLAND PD TITANS 
IN SERVICE 

THt LATE AND If 70s 


Fleet in Focus I; 
National Welsh 

Wiltshire \ McCall 
80 pages \ softback 

£9.95 


East London Buses: 
the 2 1 St century 

Batten | Amberley 
96 pages \ softback 

£14.99 


RT Memories: 
Capital Service for 
40 Years 

Bowden | Dryhurst 
Bowden Publishing 
84 pages | softback 

£16.00 


McKindless Group 

Devoy | Amberley 
96 pages | softback 

£14.99 


THE LONDON 
0U50UIDE 


North Yorkshire 
Buses 

David Law \ Amberley 
96 pages | softback 

£14.99 


LEICESTER’S TRAMS 
AND BUSES 


Grey-Green 2; 1961 
to the Arrlva Years 

Tom McLachlan 
GG Publications 
184 pages | hardback 

£33.00 


zomcitlttf NilBJrks 


Leicester’s Trams 
and Buses 

A Bartlett | Pen & Sword 
256 pages \ hardback 

£30.00 


Stagecoach in the 
21st Century 

K Jenkinson | Amberley 
96 pages | softback 

£14.99 


Bexley Buses 

V Smith I Amberley 
96 pages | softback 

£14.99 


Stagecoach 


Preston Buses 
Before and After 
Deregulation 

M Rhodes | Amberley 
96 pages | softback 

£14.99 


Leyland Titans in the 
late 1960s and 1970s 

David Christie | Amberley 
96 pages | softback 

£14.99 


www.presbuspublishing.com 











































































subscriptions 



tel: 01442 820580 I e-mail bcp@webscribe.co.uk 

Unit 4, College Road Business Park, College Road North, Aston Clinton, HP22 5EZ 



Offer ends 10.6.19 - only open to new subscribers in the UK 


The Book 

Bundle 


is back! 


Take out a new 
B&CP subscription 
today and receive 


Four 

FREE 

Books 


These four books are worth in total over £45! 

Vintage Bus and Coach vol.2 I Leicester in Colour 
Central South Buses in the 1970s I Britain’s Olympic Hope 


SUBSCRIBE TODAY! 

I would like to take out a subscription to Bus & Coach Preservation, starting with the 
_issue, and claim my special offer. 

□ 12 issues - UK £57.00 □ 12 issues - Europe £82.00 □ 12 issues - ROW £92.00 

□ Quarterly Direct Debit - £14.25 per quarter (UK - 12 issues only) CODE: BCP2201 


Gift Subscription Detaiis (if required) 


Mr/Mrs/Miss/Ms:_Forename: 

Surname:_ 

Address:_ 


INSTRUCTION TO YOUR BANK OR ^^DIRECT 

BUILDING SOCIETY TO PAY BY DIRECT DEBIT b i t 

Please fill in the whole form using a ball point pen and send to: 

Bus & Coach Preservation Subscriptions Department 

Unit 4, College Road Business Park, College Road North, Aston Clinton, HP22 5EZ. 
Tel: 01442 820580 Fax: 01442 827912 E-mail: bcp@webscribe.co.uk 

Name and full postal address of your bank or building society 

Service Users Number: 


4 

2 

7 

0 

4 

9 


Name of Bank / Building Society:_ 

Address of Bank / Building Society: 


Post Code: 


Post Code:_Country:_ 

Tel No:_ □ The subscription recipient is under 16 

E-mail:_ 


Your Detaiis 


Mr/Mrs/Miss/Ms:_Forename:_ 

Surname:_ 

Address:_ 

Post Code:_Country:_ 

Tel No:_ □ The subscription recipient is under 16 

E-mail:_ 

□ We would like to keep you informed by email about Presbus Publishing’s future offers and new product launches. 
Please tick this box to let us know that you are happy for us to do this. Don’t forget, you can change your contact 
preferences at any time by logging into your account or by using the unsubscribe links which you will find on all our 
emails. Account details will be active once the subscription is live. 


FOR DEBIT / CREDIT CARD ORDERS PLEASE CALL: 01442 820580 


Cheque 


I enclose a cheque to the value of £ _ 

(please make cheque payable to Presbus Publishing - Eurocheques are not accepted) 

Offer ends 10.06.19 - only open to new subscribers. Subscriptions are non-refundable. 


Name of Account Holder: 


Bank / Building Society Account Number 












Branch Sort Code: 











Reference (office use only) 












Instruction to your Bank or Building Society 

Please pay Presbus Publishing Direct Debits from the account detailed in this instruction subject to the safeguards 
assured by the Direct Debit Guarantee. I understand that this instruction may remain with Presbus Publishing and, if so, 
details will be passed electronically to my Bank/Building Society. 


Signature: 


Date: 


Banks and building societies may not accept Direct Debit instructions for some types of account. 








The Direct Debit Guarantee (this should be detached and retained by the payer) 

■ This Guarantee is offered by all banks and building societies that accept instructions to pay Direct Debits. 

■ If there are any changes to the amount, date orfrequency of your Direct Debit (Webscribe Ltd) will notify you 10 
working days in advance of your account being debited or as otherwise agreed. If you request (Webscribe Ltd) to 
collect a payment, confirmation of the amount and date will be given to you at the time of the request. 

■ If an error is made in the payment of your Direct Debit, by (Webscribe Ltd) or your bank or building society, you are 
entitled to a full and immediate refund of the amount paid from your bank or building society. 

■ If you receive a refund you are not entitled to, you must pay it back when (Webscribe Ltd) asks you to. 

■ You can cancel a Direct Debit at any time by simply contacting your bank or building society. Written confirmation may 
be required. Please also notify us. 

































































































































Mail Order DVD Service 


•oPresbus 

PUBLISHING 


We accept payment by major 
credit/debit cards and also by 
cheques made payable to 
Presbus Publishing. 




^^^DELTA 

VISA 

1 ELECTRON 



Orders are sent 

(to UK addresses only). Please 

call for overseas postal rates. 

Please allow 14 days for delivery. 
If you require a faster service, 
please notify us at the time of 
placing your order. 

Presbus Publishing 

Unit 12, Redland Close 
Aldermans Green Industrial Estate 
Coventry CV2 2NP 

See our website for a full list of 
titles currently available. E&EOE 

P^leph( ne 

07887 883 421 

e-mail: presbusps2@btinternet.com 

www.presbuspublishing.com 


PLEASE INCLUDE A TELEPHONE 
NUMBER WITH ALL ORDERS! 


This exclusive service is provided 
by the publishers of 



ORDER NOW 
FOR POST-FREE 
UK* DELIVERY 


DVDs LATEST RELEASES 






M/«NCHESTER - SHEFF'^^LD 
VVOODHEAt 
1SOO VOLT €LEC-miCS 

IHpLUDIHa BONUS fDOT4QE OF 
OTHER LANCASHIRE EL£^::tRIC 
I LINES ' 



READING 

TROLLEYBUS' 



READING 

TROLLEYBUS 


27* & 3S* May 2006 

WIDESCREEN ie;5 







Title 

Publisher 

Mins 

Price 

Return Ticket: Isle of Man Transport Heritage 

Travel Lens 

55 

£12.00 

Return Ticket: Blackpool Tramways in the 1960s 

Travel Lens 

55 

£12.00 

Return Ticket: Blackpool Trams Heritage 

Travel Lens 

79 

£12.00 

Return Ticket: Woodhead ISOOv Electrics 

Travel Lens 

48 

£12.00 

Reading Trolleybuses Preserved 2018 

ITV 

62 

£16.00 

Reading Trolleybuses Preserved 2006 

ITV 

67 

£16.00 

Manchester Metrolink 3 

ITV 

80 

£16.00 

Manchester Metrolink 4 

ITV 

80 

£16.00 

Kings of the Road 

DA Video 

60 

£17.99 

Five RTWs go to Brixton 

RTW Bus Group 90 

£12.00 



www.presbuspublishing.conn 


(* APPLIES TO UK ORDERS ONLY - 
PLEASE CALL FOR OVERSEAS RATES) 



























omnibus Q 


PASSENGER TRANSPORT SOLUTIONS 



CLASSIC AND MODERN BUS EVENT 


FESTIVAL 18 AUGUST 2019 


BRITISH MOTOR MUSEUM, GAYDON, WARWICKSHIRE CV35 OBJ 

FEATURES INCLUDE: 

• Restored buses and coaches on display from 
a range of decades and fleets 

* Quality traders selling bus related items 

• Modern PSVs and industry suppliers 

* Free bus rides around the British Motor 
Museum and local scenic routes 



STANDARD TICKET PRICE INCLUDES: 
free] Access to British Motor Museum 

I FREE I Parking 

[ FREE I Courtesy bus from Leamington 
Spa train station 


Check out the official website for vehicle, 
trade and exhibit listings 


ADVANCE TICKET PRICES 


Adult VIP: £40 


INCLUDES STANDARD TICKET ENTRY 
PLUS EXCLUSIVE SHOW GOODIES 



Adult £11 

Child £6 (5-16yrs) 


Save £3.50* ^ 
Save £3*^ 



ON THE DAY PRICES: 

Adult: £14.50 • Concessions: £12.50 
• Child (5-16 yrs): £9 • Children under 5: FREE 
• Family (2 adults, 3 children): £40 

Opening times: 10am-4pm 


Children under 16 must be accompanied by an adult at all times. *Savings against British Motor Museum on-the-day ticket prices. 

Deadline for advance ticket orders Wednesday 14th August 2019. 


VIP TICKET INCLUDES STANDARD TICKET^^Q[EXCLUSIVE guided vehicle tour - EXCLUSIVE diecast vehicle 
EXCLUSIVE DVD - Buses Yearbook 2020 - EXCLUSIVE event badge and loads more goodies. 



SS Call: 01780 480 404 
Visit: vwvw.busesfestival.com 


To exhibit your vehicle or trade, contact Julie Hawes 
on 01780 755 131, email: julie.hawes@keypublishing.com 
or visit www.busesfestival.com for more info. 


















